
STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fiscal 

Court last week formally re-
quested the resignation of 
Jailer Athena Hayes, citing 
ongoing financial strain at 
the detention center and a 
lack of confidence in her 
leadership. The action was 
approved unanimously, 
though it carries no legal 
authority to force her re-
moval. 

Magistrate Matt Grimes 
made the motion after a 
short discussion of the jail’s 

finances. He 
noted the 
county has 
subsidized jail 
operations by 
a b o u t 
$600,000 over 
the past two 
fiscal years and 
appears on 
track to contribute another 
$488,000 this year, based 
on losses during the first 
two months of FY26. 

“This is basically saying 

we no longer have any con-
fidence in (her) ability to run 
the jail,” Grimes said. 

Hayes, who had already 
left the meeting after pre-
senting her monthly jail re-
port, was not present for the 
vote. Contacted later, she 
said she had been informed 
of the action and has “re-
spectfully denied the re-
quest” to step down.  

“I was elected by the citi-
zens of Crittenden County  

 
See JAILER/page 10 

FREE DRINK 
City will  
distribute one 
gallon bottles  
of potable water  
- Error on August bills - 
Free drinking water will be dis-

tributed Sept. 8-13 at the city’s 
wastewater treatment plant on 
Pippi Hardin Blvd., as part of on-
going relief efforts during Mar-
ion’s water shortage. Distribution 
hours will be 9 a.m., to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, Sept. 8-
12 and 9 a.m., to 1 p.m., Satur-
day, Sept. 13. Each household on 
the city system will be provided 
20 gallons of water distributed in 
one-gallon jugs. Residents must 
present a copy of their water bill. 
Those who use the online app and 
receive paperless billing should 
present their phone screen trans-
action receipt as verification. Text 
alerts will also be issued before 
distribution begins and notices 
wil be printed on water bills that 
will be mailed this week. 

The water is being supplied by 
Kentucky Emergency Management 
under a local state of emergency. 
Mayor D’Anna Browning has re-
quested 60,500 gallons for Sep-
tember and October. Dates for 
October’s distribution will be an-
nounced soon. The city has 1,394 
active household accounts, mean-
ing up to 27,880 gallons could be 
distributed in September. Officials 
hope that rainfall and cooler 
weather will ease the crisis as fall 
approaches. In another develop-
ment, city water bills going out 
this week inadvertently indicate 
they are delinquent due to a sys-
tem error. No penalty has been 
added to the bills. 

Claylick closing today 
Claylick Road just west of Mar-

ion will be closed at approxi-
mately the 1-mile marker from 7 
a.m., to 7 p.m., on Thursday, 
Aug. 28 for replacement of a 
failed cross drain. There is no de-
tour option during this closure. 
Anyone living past the closure 
point on Claylick Road should 
make necessary adjustments to 
ordinary travel plans. 

 

Candidates invited 
to finance workshop 

Prospective candidates 
in local 2026 elections 
are invited to a cam-
paign finance workshop 
on Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 
6 p.m. at the County Of-

fice Complex. Crittenden County 
Clerk Daryl Tabor will explain fi-
nancial reporting that must be 
done before any candidate runs 
for office. The meeting is not 
mandatory but merely offered to 
help answer questions. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 28 at the library. 

•Community Prayer will be held 
at 10 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 6 at 
The Press empty log. 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m., Mon-
day, Sept. 8 at city hall. 
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Digital 
disgust 

 
I’m convinced that some-

where in Silicon Valley, a 
group of engineers is laugh-
ing at me. They sit in glass 
towers, sip overpriced coffee 
and dream up new ways to 
torture us with “convenient” 
technology. 

Take PayPal, for instance. 
Logging into my account is 
like taking a sobriety test on 
the shoulder of the inter-
state. “Slide this bar to the 
right to prove 
you’re human.” 
“Click all the pic-
tures with dogs.” 
I’m squinting at 
grainy photos of 
what might be a 
Labrador or 
might be a patch 
of tall weeds. By 
the time I’ve 
clicked through 
my third round of traffic 
lights and crosswalks, I half 
expect a trooper to pull me 
over and ask me to recite the 
alphabet backward. 

The Kentucky tax website 
is worse. Used to be I could 
write a check, lick a stamp, 
and be done in two minutes 
flat. Now it’s a 20-minute 
obstacle course of expired 
codes, unsupported 
browsers and the ever-help-
ful message to “clear your 
cache.” Half the time I’d 
rather clear the Revenue De-
partment with a hammer. 

Then there’s Meta, the 
parent company of Face-
book, that shining beacon of 
modern communication. It’s 
promotions fill my inbox 
with junk and politely offer 
me a chance to unsubscribe. 
Except the unsubscribe but-
ton doesn’t work. For 
months now the message 
reads: “We’re working on fix-
ing the problem.” If Meta 
doesn’t have enough engi-
neers to repair an unsub-
scribe button, then we’re all 
sunk. 

And just when I finally 
learn where the features are 
hidden on PayPal, they re-
design the whole site. It’s 
like hunting crickets in the 
basement, you can hear the 
chirp but you’ll never find 
the critter. 

It makes me miss the old 
ways. A checkbook never 
told me “session expired.” A 
letter in the mailbox never 
asked me to click pictures of 
bicycles. Thank God you can 
still walk into the county of-
fice complex, hand over your 
tax payment and leave with 
a smile.  

Now we have Chatbots. 
Where did they come up 
with that name? It’s nothing 
like the confession booth or 
the local beauty shop. And 
what I have found so far 
with AI, is that it’s wrong 
about as much as it’s right. 
Am I supposed to be im-
pressed? It’s no more effi-
cient than an eighth-grader 
with an attention disorder. 

Folks keep saying that 
these high-tech machines 
will replace people. Maybe 
so. But the machines they’ve 
given us so far seem to have 
less common sense than a 
wrought iron chair and 
something akin to the same 
comfort level. I just don’t feel 
good about where we’re 
headed.  

But, here we are, the so-
called “users” who are sup-
posed to benefit from 
technology confounded more 
than before. The irony is, if 
the machines really were 
human, they’d be just as 
frustrated as the rest of us. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 

1979, has been editor of The Press for more 
than 30 years and is the author of South of 
the Mouth of Sandy, a true story about crime 
along the Tennessee River. You can find it on 
Amazon or wherever books are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

Jailer Responds to Court’s Action 

Court asks Hayes to resign

Soil values in Kentucky are not 
as rich as developed property

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

landowners have seen as-
sessed values on their 
cropland increase over the 
past 10 years as routine 
adjustments are made 
within the formula for as-
sessing agriculture prop-
erty for tax purposes. 

Over the past decade, 
the value of Class 2 soils, 
which is the county’s most 
productive farmland, has 
gone from $425 an acre in 
2015 to $710 in 2024, an 
increase of more than 65 
percent. Class 3 soils have 

climbed from $350 to $550 
during that same 10-year 
period. Other soil cate-
gories, such as Classes 4 
through 7, have risen more 
modestly, while Class 8 re-
mains among the lowest-
valued categories. 

Despite the steady in- 

See SOIL/page 3 

Taxable Rates 
Soil Class Assessed 

Value Per Acre in Crittenden 
Class 2015 2023 2024 
  1 $700 $700 $870 
  2 $425 $600 $710 
  3 $350 $500 $550 
  4 $300 $400 $400 
  5 $260 $300 $300 
  6 $200 $225 $225 
  7 $150 $200 $200 
  8 $150 $150 $150 

*Rates in 2025 same as last year

STAFF REPORT 
Restaurant sales in Mar-

ion continue to surpass the 
$2 million mark each quar-
ter, according to city reports. 
Figures from the 3 percent 
tourism tax on meals and 
lodging show that busi-
nesses generated about 
$2.67 million in taxable 
sales during the second 
quarter of 2025, following 
$2.28 million in the first 
quarter. 

Combined, that represents 
nearly $5 million in restau-
rant receipts through the 
first half of the year. 

Although receipts were 
slightly below the record-set-
ting pace of 2024, when 
spring sales peaked at $2.75 
million, this year’s numbers 
remain strong. The dip may 
be linked to the closure of 
Mulligan’s at the country 
club and the shuttering of 

Brunch of Sandwiches. 
The tourism tax, enacted 

years ago to support local 
projects, applies only to pre-
pared meals and overnight 
lodging. However, city offi-
cials note that lodging ac-
counts for only a small 
portion of the total because 
Marion has few hotels. 
Restaurants generate the 
bulk of the revenue. 

Alcohol sales are not in-
cluded in these figures. 

Liquor carries its own 5 per-
cent tax, which is reported 
separately. The city began 
collecting alcohol revenue in 
2019 after voters approved 
liquor by the drink. 

Before that change, an-
nual restaurant and lodging 
receipts averaged between 
$6 million and $7 million. 
By comparison, in 2015 the 
city’s total taxable sales were 
about $7.6 million, while 
today’s figures project more 
than $10 million annually. 
The expansion of dining op-
tions, higher prices due to 
inflation and the addition of 
alcohol sales have been key 
drivers of that growth in 
sales figures. 

The first two quarters of 
2025 suggest the year will 
again exceed that mark, 
keeping local dining as one 
of the city’s most consistent 
economic drivers.

It’s Tax Season 
  Find information that will 
help you understand how 
you are being taxed. Here 

and on page 3.

Tourism tax sees slight deccline in 2Q
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Deaths
Glore

Charles Ronnie Glore, 
74 of Marion, died Mon-
day, Aug. 18, 
2025 at his 
home. 

He had 
worked as 
a coal min-
er and oper-
ated Ron’s 
Fish Market 
in Cave in 
Rock, Ill.

He was a 
veteran of 
the Unit-
ed States 
Army and 
enjoyed 昀sh-
ing, hunting and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends.

Surviving are two 
daughters, Carolyn Glo-
re and Patricia Burton; a 
son, 

Charles Glore Jr.; four 
grandchildren, Dillon 
Glore, Marcus Burton, 
Micah Burton and Mali-
ah Burton; and a special 
friend, Debbie Riley. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Bill and Opal Dial Glore; 
two sisters; and a grand-
daughter.

Cremation was chosen, 
and there are no services 
are planned at this time.

Myers Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Jerome
Arnold K. “Jerry” Je-

rome, Jr., 83, of Evans-
ville, Ind., died Wednes-
day, Aug. 20, 2025 at 
Brickyard Woodlands 
C o n v a l e s -
cent Center 
in Newburg, 
Ind.

J e r r y 
earned a 
b a c h e l o r ’ s 
degree from 
the Universi-
ty of Evansville and was 
a self-employed owner of 
Arnold Jerome Cadillac 
of Pontotoc, Mich. He lat-
er retired as a sales rep-
resentative for Alpha La-
ser of Evansville.

Surviving are his wife, 
Brenda Jerome; a daugh-
ter, McKayla Bohanna of 
Charleston, S.C.; a son, 
Tim Jerome of Darm-
stadt, Ind.; a grand-
daughter, Caroline Bo-
hanna of Charleson, S.C.; 
a sister, Kay McDonald 
of Tucson, Ariz.; and a 
brother, Tim Jerome of 
Hohenwald, Tenn.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Arnold Jerome, Sr. and 
Mary Helen (Meinerding) 
Jerome.

Private services are un-
der the direction of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services.

Curnel
Charles (Doug) Cur-

nel, 80, of Marion 
passed away peacefully 
at his home 
Wednesday, 
August 20, 
2025.

He enjoyed 
the farm-
ing life and 
teaching his 
children new 
things. He 
took pride in keeping his 
truck washed and waxed 
and ready for a trip to 
town. He was always 
happy to see his grand-
children come through 
the door.

Surviving are his loving 
wife of 50 years, Kathy; 
sons, Charles Ray and 
Karen Curnel, both of 
Grand Rivers, Jason 
Curnel and Jordan of 
Marion; a brother, Don-
nie and Jeannie Curnel 
of Marion; sister-in-law, 
Shirlene Curnel of Mar-
ion; 昀ve grandchildren, 
Ethan (Jazmyn), Aiden, 
Lila, Raylin and Coy Cur-
nel of Marion; and several 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded 
in death by his par-
ents, Harmon and Es-
ter (Privett) Curnel; 昀ve 

brothers, Lonnie, James, 
Ollie, Jesse (JV) and Carl; 
and four sisters, Bertha, 
Mamie, Pearlie and Mary 
Sue.

Services were Sat-
urday, Aug. 23 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. Burial was in 
Salem Cemetery.

Belt
Raymond Everett Belt, 

85, of Marion, passed 
away peacefully Wednes-
day, Aug. 20, 2025, at 
Salem Springlake Health 
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter. Born 
on July 17, 
1940, in Sa-
lem, Belt 
grew up 
learning the 
value of hard 
work on his 
family’s farm 
— lessons that shaped 
his character and helped 
him excel in every en-
deavor he pursued.

A devoted husband, 
father, and grandfather, 
Belt shared more than 
65 years of marriage and 
partnership with his be-
loved wife, Sharon, both 
in life and in business. 
Together, they owned and 
operated Belt Auction 
and Realty in Marion, 
serving their community 
with integrity and dedi-
cation.

Belt’s life re昀ected his 
faith and commitment 
to others. He served as a 
trustee and treasurer of 
Lola Pentecostal Church, 
as past president of  the 
Pennyrile Board of Real-
tors and vice president 
of the Western Kentucky 
Realtors, and on the 
board of the Kentucky 
Auctioneers Association.

Beyond his profes-
sional achievements, 
he was an adventurer 
at heart. He had visited 
all 50 states and every 
continent, traveling the 
globe alongside Sharon. 
His greatest joys, howev-
er, were at home — with 
his wife, their daughter 
Sharie, and their cher-
ished grandchildren 
Tucker and Regan, who 
affectionately called him 
“Rapa.”

In addition to his 
wife, he is survived by a 
daughter, Sharie Belt of 
Winterhaven, Fla.; and 
grandchildren, Robert 
Tucker Frazer of Dallas, 
Texas and Regan Denise 
Frazer of Tampa, Fla.

He was preceded in 
death by three brothers, 
Glendel, Leon and Deon; 
and his parents, Corbet 
Everett and Ethel Mae 
(Ramage) Belt.

Services were Wednes-
day, Aug. 27 at Lola Pen-
tecostal Church.  Burial 
followed in Lola Pentecos-
tal Church Cemetery.

Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

“As for me and my 
house, we will serve the 
Lord” Joshua 24:15
Paid obituary

Mitchell
Steven Douglas Mitch-

ell died August 20, 2025 
after a hard-
fought battle 
with cancer.

He was 
born in Mar-
ion, the be-
loved son of 
Delmer and 
Betty Mitch-
ell. He is survived by his 
wife, Anne and also niec-
es, nephew, many cous-
ins and dear friends. He 
is preceded in death by 

his parents.
A celebration of life will 

be held in Big Piney, Wyo-
ming in September, to be 
followed by the scattering 
of his ashes in the moun-
tains he loved. All friends 
and family are welcome 
to attend.

Pierce
Cynthia “Darleen” 

Pierce, 75, of Burna, died 
Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025 
at Mercy Health Lourdes 
Paducah. She enjoyed 
m a k i n g 
j e w e l r y , 
yard work 
and nee-
dlepoint.

Surviv-
ing are 
her hus-
band of 
33 years, Billy Joe Pierce; 
a son, Martin (Tracey) 
Amis of West Paducah; a 
daughter, Tara Pierce of 
Paducah; two grandchil-
dren, Ryan Amis (Jas-
mine) of West Paducah 
and Makayla (George) 
Rodriguez of Paducah; 
and her furry companion 
Joe D.

She was preceded in 
death by two brothers, 
Robert Stringer and Ken-
neth Stringer; and her 
parents Ogie and Alberta 
(Powell) Stringer.

Services are at 1 p.m., 
Friday, Aug. 29 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. Burial will fol-
low in Pinckneyville Cem-
etery.

Friends may visit with 
the family from 11 a.m., 
until the funeral hour in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services.
Paid obituary

Travis
Noble Cook Travis, 91, 

died Monday, Aug. 25, 
2025, at Livingston Hos-
pital.

He was born on April 29, 
1934 in Caldwell County 
to the late Charlie and Ce-
cil Mae Murray Travis. He 
was a skilled electronics 
t echn ic ian 
and worked 
at Arvins in 
Princeton for 
more than 30 
years, only 
missing three 
days of work 
during his 
tenure. He 
enjoyed his farming and 
gardening, but most of all 
he enjoyed beekeeping. He 
loved to sing and read his 
Bible. He was a member of 
The Gideon’s Internation-
al and attended Freedom 
General Baptist Church.

Surviving are his 
daughter, Tonya Utley; 
six grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Opal 
Rushing Travis; a son, Da-
vid Scott; a daughter, Tina 
Crane; a brother, Everett 
Travis; and three sisters, 
Shirley Quertermous, 
Wanda Travis, and Jo Ann 
Stewart.

Services are at 1 p.m., 
Friday, Aug. 29 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home. Visitation 
is from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Burial will follow in Love 
Cemetery in Crittenden 
County.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to The 
Gideon’s International: 
P.O. Box 304, Salem, KY 
42078.

Gilbert Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.
Paid obituary

Have you ever had 
someone tell you they 
received an email from 
“you” that you 
didn’t send, 
or asked why 
you sent them 
another Face-
book request? 
Or have you 
received an 
unusual-look-
ing email from 
someone that 
made requests 
you know 
that person 
wouldn’t usu-
ally make? 
These are signs 
that an email 
or Facebook 
account could 
have been 
spoofed or hacked.

“Spoo昀ng” is when 
someone pretends to be 
you. “Hacking” is when 
someone has gained con-
trol of your email or so-
cial media account and 
can make changes to it, 
including your password. 
If your email is hacked, 
you will see the messag-
es in your sent folder as 
having genuinely come 
from your account. If it 
has been spoofed, your 
account is untouched, 
and the email has come 
from somewhere else. 
Changing your password 
if you have been spoofed 
will not solve the prob-
lem. You should report 
your email or social me-
dia being spoofed to the 
platform or server.

If either of these things 
happens to you, here are 
steps you can take:

Report it to IC3.gov 
(FBI Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center) and FTC.
gov/Complaint (Feder-
al Trade Commission 
Complaints). It won’t 昀x 
anything for you, but it 
alerts the agencies and 
can help with prevention 
for others.

If you have antivirus 
software, run it. Install 
any updates to your sys-
tem and your browser or 
apps. Do this for all your 
devices — laptop, tablet, 
phones.

Consider changing 
your email account pass-
word. If you have used 
that same password for 
any other service, change 
those too. It is better if 
your passwords for ac-
counts are all different 

so someone cannot try 
the same password on 
other services. Using 

two-factor au-
thentication is 
even stronger 
protection.

Check your 
bank account 
s t a t e m e n t s 
— checking, 
savings, cred-
it cards — for 
identity theft, 
such as pur-
chases you did 
not make.

Check your 
credit reports 
from all three 
bureaus for any-
thing that does 
not look right 
at [https://

www.annualcreditreport.
com/](https://www.an-
nualcreditreport.com/).

If you suspect identity 
theft, get information on 
what to do at [https://
www.identitytheft.gov/]

(https://www.identity-
theft.gov/).

References: Federal 
Trade Commission. Busi-
ness Email Imposters. 
Retrieved Dec. 10, 2024, 
from [https://www.ftc.
gov/business-guidance/
small-businesses/cy-
bersecurity/business]
(https://www.ftc.gov/
b u s i n e s s - g u i d a n c e /
small-businesses/cyber-
security/business).

FBI. Spoo昀ng and 
Phishing. Retrieved 
Dec. 10, 2024, from 
[https://www.fbi.gov/
how-we-can-help-you/
scams-and-safety/com-
mon-frauds-and-scams/
spoofing-and-phishing]
(https://www.fbi.gov/
how-we-can-help-you/
scams-and-safety/com-
mon-frauds-and-scams/
spoo昀ng-and-phishing).

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

What to do if you get hacked
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Activity Report   

Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collisions Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Unsuccessful Service Attempts 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Courtesy Notice 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 
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7 

2 

0 

0 
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7.6 

66.8 

53.0 

5.5 

104.1 

4.3 

58.7 

41.1 

24.4 

— 

17.7 

5.7 

50.6 

832 

86.7 

8.0 

8.8 

29.3 

10 

8.3 

2.5 

14.1 

156 

21 

—

                    2024 
    July       Mo.Avg.

STAFF REPORT 
Schools are back in 

session next week, foot-
ball season opened Fri-
day and across Kentucky 
it’s also property tax sea-
son – a period when 
counties, cities and 
school boards adopt 
property tax rates. Once 
the process is complete 
in a few weeks, tax bills 
will be mailed to property 
owners. 

Groundwork for the 
state’s property tax 
process begins in the 
spring and culminates 
with bills being delivered 
by year’s end. There can 
also be a discount for 
paying early. 

County property valua-
tion administrators must 
submit updated esti-
mates of taxable property 
in their jurisdictions in 
April. Those values give 
local governments a 
clearer picture of what 
they will have to work 
with as they prepare 
budgets for the fiscal 
year that begins July 1 
each year. 

In June, the Kentucky 
Department for Local 
Government notifies each 
county, city and special 
taxing district of two key 
figures: a “compensating 
rate,” which would bring 
in about the same rev-
enue as the year before, 
and a rate that would 
generate 4 percent more 
revenue. These figures 
are required under Ken-
tucky’s tax-limiting law, 
passed during a 1979 
special session as House 
Bill 44. The law was de-
signed to slow down fast-
rising property tax bills 
in the late 1970s. 

Since then, local gov-
ernments have been able 
to adopt rates that in-
crease their property tax 
revenue by no more than 
4 percent annually with-
out triggering extra 
steps. Any rate expected 
to raise more than that 

requires a public hearing 
and is subject to a possi-
ble voter referendum if 
enough signatures are 
gathered. 

In most years, taxing 
authorities quietly adopt 
either the compensating 
rate, the same rate as the 
year before, or something 
at or below that 4 per-
cent threshold. Contrary 
to common misunder-
standing, those percent-
ages don’t refer to the tax 
rate itself but to the 
amount of money col-
lected. Because real es-
tate is reassessed on a 
rolling basis – one-fourth 
of all property each year 
– the total value of tax-
able property usually in-
creases. As a result, tax 
rates often go down even 
while taxpayers’ bills go 
up. 

For example, you 
might read a headline in 
the newspaper that says, 
“Fiscal Court lowers 
property tax rate,” when 
in reality your tax bill is 
the same, or perhaps 
even higher if your prop-
erty has been reassessed 
at a new, higher figure. 

School boards also 
have the option of adding 
an extra “nickel” per 
$100 of property value 
for facility improvements. 
Crittenden County tried 
to get that passed a few 
years ago to build a new 
high school, but voters 
denied it. That’s partly 
why the school district 
opted instead to build a 
much smaller new wing 
for the middle school, 
which was recently com-
pleted. 

Because public agency 

budgets depend directly 
on tax revenue decisions, 
the real time to start ask-
ing questions about 
property taxes is not in 
late August, when rates 
are set, but back in April, 
May and June when as-
sessments and budgets 
are first being discussed. 

Property taxes are not 
to be confused with pay-
roll and net profit taxes, 
typically referred to in 
unison as the occupa-
tional tax. Those rates 
can be changed at any 
point in the year, but 
normally come up as gov-
ernments and taxing dis-
tricts are planning their 
fiscal year budgets. Lo-
cally, decisions were 
made by the city and 
county back in the spring 
to raise those rates, 
which directly affect pay-
checks and buisness 
profits. The new, higher 
rates went into effect 
July 1, which starts the 
new fiscal year for local 
governments. If your em-
ployer gave you a cost-of-
living pay increase this 
year, it’s likely the occu-
pational tax hikes have 
eaten it up. 

Understanding the dif-
ference in payroll and 
property taxes – and how 
each works – can help 
taxpayers know exactly 
how and when their 
voices can be heard. Pay-
roll taxes were increased 
weeks ago with almost no 
input from citizens. 

This newspaper always 
provides timely informa-
tion about potential 
changes in tax rates and 
how and when taxpayers 
can participate in the 
system, which is typically 
during hearings or meet-
ings. The county’s fiscal 
court meets regularly at 
8:30 a.m., on the third 
Thursday of each month. 
Marion City Council 
meets at 5 p.m., on the 
third Monday of each 
month. 

By DARYL K. TABOR 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CLERK 

Despite widespread and bipartisan acceptance, 
mail-in voting is again being questioned by Presi-
dent Trump, who also wants to do away with voting 
machines. But voters should know that Kentucky 
has ample controls over election administration to 
ensure integrity across the state and virtually elimi-
nate fraud risk. 

The Commonwealth has carefully crafted statutes 
and regulations to institute common-sense voting 
rules and ensure the transparency and integrity of 
elections. And all 120 counties use the same foun-
dation of laws to carry out trustworthy elections. 

Mail-in ballots and voting machines are framed by 
opponents as tools to help Democrats win elections, 
though there is no evidence to back such broad 
claims. 

As the county's chief election official, I feel it is my 
responsibility to ease voters' concerns by sharing 
facts to maybe combat the specter of widespread 
election fraud. 

Though a handful of states send mail-in ballots to 
all voters, in Kentucky, a voter must request a bal-
lot and attest to one of a few reasons for being un-
able to vote in person on Election Day or for Early 
Voting. And no returned ballots are accepted after 6 
p.m. on Election Night. 

For those who may question the politics of mail-in 
voting, consider local statistics from the 2024 gen-
eral election: 

- 68 of the 121 ballot requests came from Republi-
cans. 

- 67 of the 100 accepted ballots voted for Donald 
Trump. 

- 21 ballots were rejected for various reasons, in-
cluding voters not following specified instructions 
for signatures and to ensure the integrity of the bal-
lot. 

As for voting machines... 
- Every Kentucky vote is cast on a paper ballot. 

Even the electronic ballot-marking devices print a 
paper ballot for voters to inspect before recording 
their vote. 

- The voting equipment used by Kentuckians to 
cast their vote is merely a tabulation machine that 
reads and registers votes based on the paper ballot 
you marked. It works much like the old-school test-
ing forms you mark with a pencil or the PowerBall 
ticket you mark for the lottery drawing. 

- A mandated post-election audit in Crittenden 
County following the 2024 general election utilized 
three local poll workers to hand count ballots on a 
randomly selected machine. They returned the exact 
same results as the electronic ballot scanning de-
vice. It took roughly an hour to count and verify the 
votes on a single machine. 

- Kentucky voting machines are incapable of con-
necting to the internet or any wireless network. 
They are not even equipped for such. 

The presidency holds no immediate constitutional 
power over elections. They are governed by Con-
gress, the states and local jurisdictions … and 
should remain that way. There is always room for 
improvement across the country, but baseless 
claims of fraud serve only to undermine trust in our 
democratic processes. 

In Kentucky, current election laws are a product 
of bipartisan efforts led by Democratic Gov. Andy 
Beshear and Republican Secretary of State Michael 
Adams. Meantime, local elections are overseen by a 
bipartisan County Board of Elections. 

SOIL 
Continued from page 1 

creases, farmland in Kentucky remains 
taxed well below market prices. That’s 
because of the state’s agricultural “use-
value” system, which assesses land on 
its income-producing ability rather 
than what it would bring in a sale. The 
exemption was established in 1969 to 
prevent farmers from being taxed off 
their property as development pres-
sures pushed up land values across the 
state. 

Crittenden County Property Valua-
tion Administrator (PVA) Todd Perry-
man says Kentucky allows for the lower 
assessment on farmland and woodlots 
in order for the state to maintain its 
agrarian economy and culture. 

“Farmland is assessed differently 
than residential properties,” Perryman 
said. “Residential properties are as-
sessed and you pay taxes on the fair 
cash value, what it would bring on the 
open market. But for farmland, the 
state has set aside an agricultural ex-
emption for anything 10 acres or more.” 

Each tract of farmland is assigned a 
soil class, ranging from Class 1, the 
richest cropland, to Class 8, very mar-
ginal land with severe limitations and 
suitable mainly for low-grade pasture 
or woodland. Classifications are based 
on U.S. Department of Agriculture soil 
surveys, which account for slope, 
drainage, depth and overall productiv-
ity. It’s a complicated metric, Perryman 
said. 

“It’s based on what you could reason-
ably pay for a piece of property and 
make a living off of it, not what it would 
bring on the open market,” he said. 

In Crittenden County, there are no 
Class 1 soils such as you would find in 
neighboring Union or Webster coun-
ties. Class 2 is the highest rating pres-
ent here. That means the best cropland 
in the county will be taxed at the Class 
2 rate of $710 per acre this year, same 
as in 2024. By contrast, poorer soils 
with less crop potential, such as 
Classes 6 and 7, are assessed at only 
$225 and $200 per acre, respectively. 

You might see marginal land sell for 
$4,000 an acre or more right now, Per-
ryman said, but tax-wise, even the best 

Class 2 land in the county is assessed 
at only $710 an acre. 

While a farmer or landowner may 
have paid $4,000 or more per acre for 
their property on the open market, 
their tax bill is based on the much 
lower use-value figure. Residential 
houses on farms, however, do not qual-
ify for the exemption and are taxed at 
full fair-cash value. 

Perryman added that while Critten-
den’s Class 2 land is considered the 
best in the county, its market value is 
difficult to gauge.  

“People who have that high-produc-
ing cropland are holding onto it,” he 
said. “We’re not really seeing those 
tracts sell. What moves more often are 
cattle farms or woodlots.” 

Rising soil values and consistent or 
higher tax rates mean additional tax 
dollars for schools, fiscal court, health 
department, library, Extension Service 
and other local taxing districts that 
draw revenue from property assess-
ments. Revenue generated from local 
property taxes can be up or down de-
pending on what rates are set against 
assessed value. Taxing districts are 
currently setting 2025 rates, which will 
be applied to the assessed value of all 
real property in the county. For more 
on that process see our accompanying 
article on Kentucky’s property tax sys-
tem.  

The last major adjustment to agricul-
tural land values came last year. Val-
ues are re-examined on a four-year 
cycle by the state Department of Rev-
enue in coordination with county PVA. 

Any landowner with at least 10 acres 
in agriculture qualifies for the use-
value assessment. Those with ques-
tions about their farmland’s 
classification or taxable value can con-
tact the PVA office at the courthouse. 
Perryman also emphasized that prop-
erty owners have an appeals process 
available if they believe their soil clas-
sification is inaccurate. 

“There have been times where our 
map showed a farm as Class 2 crop-
land, but when we checked it was all 
timber,” he said. “In those cases we flag 
the account so the property is taxed 
more fairly.” 

Kentucky has 
a 6% sales 

and use tax, 
but city and 
counties are 

not allowed to 
levy a general 

sales tax.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fiscal Court 

plans to keep property tax rates 
steady for 2025, following the rec-
ommendation of the county’s 
budget committee. 

The proposed 11.4 rate will gen-
erate an estimated $517,322 in 
revenue, which is more than last 
year because of changes in the 
county’s overall assessed value 
due to new property and routine 
reassessments over one-fourth of 

the county.  
Property Valuation Administra-

tor Todd Perryman pointed out to 
magistrates that despite leaving 
the rate the same, it’s still raising 
new taxes by not taking the com-
pensating rate, which would have 
been 11.1 cents. The county also 
plans to leave other property tax 
rates as they were last year at 
12.4 cents for inventory, boats, 
autos and personal property; and 
magistrates agreed to continue 

levying no tax on personal air-
craft.  

As it had last year, the fiscal 
court set $10 as the minimum tax 
bill that will be mailed and pur-
sued, which complies with state 
regulations.  

County taxpayers also pay 2 
cents per acre for timberland fire 
protection, $30 for local fire dues 
and $36 per dwelling (residential 
and commercial) to fund the E-
911 service. 

It’s tax season | What you need to know to get in the game 

Agencies setting their rates

Clerk says mail-in 
voting safe in KY

2025 Crittenden County Proposed Tax Rates 
                                          Change                      
TAX DISTRICT      from ’24      2025     2024      2023     2022 
City of Marion             -?-              *        22.9         22.5        22.4 
Crittenden County      -0-         11.4        11.4         11.8        11.6 
School District            -?-            **        51.4         51.6        49.0 
Extension                +0.1          4.5          4.4           4.3          4.1 
Health Tax                  -0-          3.0          3.0           3.0          3.0
Public Library             -0-          5.0          5.0           5.0          5.0 
Tradewater                 -?-           ***        34.9         33.6        33.7 
*City planned to set rates Wednesday; **Schools will set Sept. 9; ***Tradewater not yet reported  

Values are shown as cents per $100 of assessed value  

County plans no change in tax rate

FISCAL COURT REPORT 

Roads 
set for 
paving 
 
STAFF REPORT 

During last week’s Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meeting, updates 
were provided on late 
summer and early fall 
paving projects, but 
county officials expressed 
concern of a lack of state 
funding to repair all that 
are in need. 

The county has applied 
for emergency funds to 
help repave Chapel Hill 
Road and Earl Patmor 
Road. State assisted 
paving as part of routine 
road improvement proj-
ects will include paving 
on Chandler Farm Road, 
Youth Camp Road, Hill-
top Road, Nunn Switch 
Road and Tribune Tower 
Road. A priority list of im-
provements for chip and 
seal roads has also been 
approved, but it appears 
that funding is available 
for only a couple of roads. 
Those slated for work this 
year are Phin Croft and 
Jimmie Stallions roads, 
which officials say are in 
the worst condition. An-
other 11 roads are on the 
list, but there will likely 
be too little funding to im-
prove them all. 

Magistrates also 
okayed a plan to pave 
sections of Claylick Creek 
Road and AT Crider 
Road. 

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom warned that 
road maintenance money 
is being slashed at the 
state level, leaving local 
governments with fewer 
resources to cover hun-
dreds of miles of road-
way. 

Rural Secondary 
Funds, which help pay 
for county road projects, 
will drop from $59.2 mil-
lion statewide this fiscal 
year to $55.1 million next 
year, he said. Flex Funds, 
which are discretionary 
money counties often use 
for resurfacing, have 
been cut almost in half, 
from $25 million to $13.3 
million. 

Newcom said the 
county maintains nearly 
400 miles of roadway on 
less than $1 million a 
year, a budget that must 
also cover bridge replace-
ments, payroll and re-
pairs when flooding 
washes out roads. As-
phalt alone costs about 
$80,000 a mile for a 1.5-
inch overlay, he said, but 
Crittenden will receive 
less than $190,000 for 
paving this year. 

“Anyone who com-
plains about roads 
shouldn’t be talking to 
us, they need to talk to 
their legislators,” New-
com said. “Until they fig-
ure out that counties 
can’t maintain this many 
miles with what we’re 
given, it’s not going to 
work. We’ve made it clear 
in Frankfort, but they say 
they don’t hear anything 
from the public.” 

It was also noted road 
maintenance crews 
spread just over 2,100 
tons of rock and hot mix 
on local roads during the 
most recent billing pe-
riod, according to a report 
approved July 1. All ma-
terial came from Lafarge, 
totaling  $24,934.21.  
Among the heaviest-
served roads were Fritts 
Lane, O.B. McDaniel 
Road, Cool Springs Road 
and Charles McConnell 
Road. 

•The fiscal court has 
also begun the process to 
consider accepting 415 
feet of Catbird Lane into 
the county’s official road 
system.



Livingston quarry 
sold in Warren’s 
deal with Granite 

 Granite Construction has ac-
quired Warren Paving, which 
operates a quarry in Livingston 
County, as part of a $710 mil-
lion deal that also includes the 
purchase of a separate Califor-
nia-based company. 

Granite, the California infra-
structure company, announced 
Aug. 6 that the acquisitions 
expand its vertically integrated 
operations and increase its ag-
gregate reserves by about 30 
percent, adding more than 440 
million tons. Annual aggregate 
production will rise by 27 per-
cent, or more than 5 million 
tons. 

Warren Paving, a Mississippi-
based company, brings with it 
one quarry, a sand and gravel 
operation, 11 aggregate yards, 
three asphalt plants and a fleet 
of 168 barges along the Mis-
sissippi River system. Granite 
officials said Warren Paving is 
expected to generate $275 
million in annual revenue. 

Locally, the deal means Gran-
ite now owns Warren’s Liv-
ingston County quarry, which 
supplies stone for regional 
construction projects. 

 

Teen arrested in 
Mayfield game  
shooting incident 

A 14-year-old boy from Ful-
ton has been arrested in con-
nection with a shooting Friday 
night at the Graves County-
Mayfield football game, ac-
cording to the West Kentucky 
Star. 

Mayfield police said the juve-
nile is charged with first-de-
gree assault after shooting 
18-year-old Jordan Riley of 
Farmington. Riley suffered se-
rious injuries to his arm and 
upper torso and was flown to 
an out-of-state hospital, where 
he remains in stable condition. 

Investigators said the shoot-
ing occurred in a parking lot 
next to War Memorial Stadium 
following a fight between Riley 
and another juvenile, during 
which the suspect discharged a 
gun. 

Panic followed inside the sta-
dium as players, coaches and 
referees ran for cover and fans 
spilled from the stands. The 
game was halted with Mayfield 
ahead 40-7. Videos of the 
scene quickly spread nation-
wide. 

Crittenden County’s football 
team is scheduled to play its 
annual district matchup at 
Mayfield on Sept. 19. 

 

Chamber event will 
feature KYSC justice 

Crittenden County Chamber 
of Commerce’s next Leadership 
Breakfast will be at 7 a.m., on 
Wednesday, Sept. 3. Guest 
speaker will be Supreme Court 
Justice Shea Nickell, and Crit-
tenden County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom will provide an 
update on the new courthouse 
project. Cost is $15 for break-
fast. The event will be at Rocket 
Arena conference room. RSVP 
to crittendencountychamber@gmail.com. 

 

Animal shelter report 
Crittenden County Animal 

Shelter reported 26 new dog 
intakes during July. Six dogs 
were adopted, 11 were sent to 

rescue, and one was reclaimed 
by its owner. No animals died, 
escaped or were euthanized 
during the month. 

As of July 31, the shelter 
housed 48 dogs, with 52 more 
in foster care. 

No income was reported 
from dog licenses, reclaim fees 
or sponsorships. 

 

Riverview Park sees 
modest July increase 

Riverview Park in northern 
Crittenden County recorded a 
modest increase in overnight 
stays during July 2025, despite 
continued access issues due to 
the closure of the KY 295 
bridge. 

According to the latest 
monthly report, there were 68 
total overnight stays at the 
Ohio River park, 55 RV nights 
and 13 tent nights. That’s up 
slightly from June’s total of 65 
overnight stays but still well 
below the 106 rentals reported 
in June 2024. 

The July financials show 
$1,390 in site revenue, with RV 
stays accounting for $1,320 
and tent stays bringing in $70. 
Additional income included 
$172.75 in fees and $109.43 in 
tax revenue. However, a camp 
credit of $160.30 offset part of 
the month’s income, leaving 
total deposits at $1,832.48. 
Expenses for the month totaled 
$1,526.58, resulting in a net 
income of $305.90. 

While the campground re-
mains a popular summer desti-
nation with its full hookup RV 
pads, tent sites, restrooms, 
playground, dock and pavilion, 
the ongoing bridge outage has 
clearly impacted traffic to the 
site this season. Access detours 
have made it more difficult for 
travelers to reach the park, 
which was formerly known as 
Dam 50. 

Tent sites continue to rent 
for $5 per night and RV sites 
for $20. Reservations are avail-
able online at CrittendenCoun-
tyKy.org. 

 

Davis earns new rank 
in KY National Guard 

Colby Davis of 
Marion has been 
promoted to the 
rank of Major in 
the Kentucky Army 
National Guard. 

Davis enlisted 
in the Guard in 
June 2007 as a 
Military Police Soldier (31B). In 
2012, he commissioned as an 
officer through Murray State 
University’s ROTC program, 
beginning a career of leader-
ship within the Kentucky 
Guard’s Engineer units. 

His assignments have in-
cluded serving as Executive Of-
ficer of the 206th Engineer 
Battalion’s Headquarters Com-
pany in Owensboro, command-
ing Detachment 1 of the 
1123rd Sapper Company in 
Marion, and later serving as an 
assistant staff officer for the 
206th. In 2016, Davis trans-
ferred to the 613th Engineer 
Facilities Detachment, deploy-
ing to Kuwait and Jordan in 
2017 as a project engineer. 
Upon returning, he continued 

serving as the state design en-
gineer until 2021. From 2021 
through 2024, he commanded 
the 130th Engineer Support 
Company, leading Soldiers in 
missions across the Common-
wealth and abroad. 

In addition to his federal 
service, Davis has played a key 
role in state emergency re-
sponse operations. He served 
as Incident Commander and Li-
aison Officer during the Marion 
water mission and the Dawson 
Springs water mission, ensur-
ing critical support to Kentucky 
communities during times of 
crisis. 

His military decorations in-
clude the Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal with “M” device 
and 10-Year Bronze Hourglass, 
Meritorious Service Medal, 
Army Achievement Medal, 
Army Reserve Component 
Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, and the Ken-
tucky Active Duty Service Rib-
bon recognizing state service. 

In his civilian career, Davis 
serves as the Director of Safety 
and Claims for Ervin Cable 
Construction. He is also deeply 
involved in the community, 
coaching youth baseball and 
working to expand athletic op-
portunities for children in 
western Kentucky. 

He and his wife, Bethany, 
make their home in Marion 
with their son, Heaton, daugh-
ter, Lawson, and are expecting 
another son later this year. 

 
 

Still no details 
on body in Burna 

There is still no new informa-
tion about the body of a man 
found Thursday, July 31, near 
Burna in front of Livingston 
County Middle School. 

Kentucky State Police said an 
autopsy has been conducted on 
the body of Ethan Schriner, 30, 
of Calvert City; however, no 
further details are available at 
this time. Results of the au-
topsy are pending, KSP Public 
Affairs Officer Sarah Burgess 
said. 

 

County closing  
offices for holiday 

In observance of the Labor 
Day holiday, the Crittenden 
County Office Complex (judge-
executive’s office, county clerk, 
PVA and sheriff’s office), Crit-
tenden County Road Depart-
ment, Marion Convenience 
Center and Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 1, resuming 
normal hours Tuesday, Sept. 2. 

In addition, the Marion Con-
venience Center and Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter will also 
be closed Saturday, Aug. 30. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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Newsprint is a renewable resource.  
Recycling bins are located  

at the county’s convenience center on  

50 YEARS AGO 
August 28, 1975 
n Roger LInzy was pictured with his “lifesaver for a one-
man operation,” a ramp made out of a steel grate to help 
remove small power equipment from the bed of a pickup 
truck. Linzy’s Universal Ramp sold for $145. 
n Sam Smith won the Sycamore Hills at Marion Country 
Club with an even-par round of 72. He described it as his 
“best round ever,” narrowly defeating Marion native Mike 
Stone, a member of the Campbellsville College golf team.  
n Members of the Blue team from the Marion Rotary 
Club’s Pee Wee Baseball league ended the season with a 
4-2 record. Members were John Watson, Mike Crider, 
John handler, Tony Perryman, David May, Perry Morris, 
Brent Travis, Mike Tosh, Lawrence Ellis, John Crider, 
David Belt, Bart Frazer and Wade Hurt. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
August 31, 2000 
n The Blackford Bridge restoration project initiated by 
Brent “Danny” Winterspoon was searching for funding to 
save the bridge, which was built as a railroad bridge in 
1886 and linked Webster and Crittenden counties in Black-
ford. 
n Crittenden County rushed for 308 yards in a 17-16 vic-
tory over Health High School. QB Zach Brantley threw for 
39 yards and David Hunt rushed for 104. 
n Freshman Jason Guess paced the undefeated Rocket 
golf team with a one-under 35 at Kentucky Dam Village in 
a match against Lyon County. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
Aug. 27, 2015 
n Marion Baptist Church began its Celebrate Recovery 
program, an outreach effort to help remove individuals and 
families from negative behaviors.  
n 4-Her Mauri Collins was pictured after earning first place 
in the Kentucky State Fair Country Ham Contest.  
n Marion resident and author Bob Yehling signed copies 
of his book, “Just Add Water,” at the Crittenden County 
Public Library. The book tells the story of Clay Marzo, one 
of the best surfers in the world, who was diagnosed with 
Asperger’s syndrome.  
n Lauren Gilchrist, an eighth grader, finished fourth at the 
Class A regional golf tournament at Pennyrile State Park. 
n Quarterback Nick Castiller helped lead the Rockets to a 
35-14 record-setting, season-opening victory over Todd 
Central. Castiller rushed for 142 yards and passed for 209.
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

 

From the Press Archives – 50 Years Ago 
Eighth-grade students at Crittenden County Middle School 
made their first visit to the library in the old high school building. 
Pictured in the background are Mrs. Tom Loyd, Principal Ralph 
Stallion and librarian Mrs. Gareth Hardin. Mrs. Loyd, who had 
taught at Fredonia the year before, was a new English teacher 
at the middle school in Marion. Students shown are (from left) 
Rita Shouse, Paula Binkley, Tina Underdown and Russell Her-
rin.

Crittenden  Press  Letter  to  the  Editor
Nelson County Jailer 
writing to support 
work of Jailer Hayes 
 
To the Editor, 

I am writing in my official capacity 
as Jailer of Nelson County to express 
my concern and disappointment re-
garding the actions taken by the 
Crittenden County Fiscal Court in 
requesting the resignation of Jailer 
Athena Hayes. Having worked along-
side Jailer Hayes, I can say without 
hesitation that she is among the 
most capable and dedicated jailers 
in the Commonwealth. 

The decision to pursue her resig-
nation, and to do so outside her 

presence, was both unnecessary 
and inappropriate. Jailer Hayes op-
erates one of the most efficient and 
professional correctional facilities in 
Kentucky. I have personally re-
viewed her jail budget, and it is very 
much in line with the standard op-
erational budget of a facility of that 
size. Any suggestion otherwise is 
misleading and unfair. The attempt 
to undermine her work reflects mo-
tives that appear to be more political 
than practical. 

As elected officials, our responsi-
bility is to set a higher standard. De-
cisions like this diminish public 
trust and send the wrong message 
about the values of fairness and in-
tegrity that we are sworn to uphold. 

Jailer Hayes has earned the re-
spect of her peers, her staff and her 
community. To dismiss her contri-

butions in this way is not only a dis-
service to her but also to the citizens 
of Crittenden County. 

I respectfully urge this court to re-
flect carefully on the consequences 
of its actions and to correct course. 
Kentucky’s correctional system de-
pends on leaders like Jailer Hayes, 
and her service should be recog-
nized, not politicized. 

Justin Hall 
Nelson County Jailer 

Bardstown, Ky. 
 

The Crittenden Press accepts and 
encourages letters to the editor on a vari-
ety of subjects. Letters should be submit-
ted by 5 p.m., Friday the week before pub-
lication. See our complete letter policy at 
our website The-Press.com.

Landowners, farmers 
and producers have until 
Sept. 26 to apply for assis-
tance through the USDA’s 
Environmental Quality In-
centives Program (EQIP) if 
they want to be considered 

for the next round of fund-
ing. 

While the USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) accepts ap-
plications year-round, 
funding selections for EQIP 

and other conservation 
programs are made at set 
times during the year. Ap-
plications received by the 
September cutoff will be 
evaluated for potential 
cost-share contracts. 

USDA’s EQUIP program deadline Sept. 26 
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Every human being is 
the sum of decisions they 
have made...and decisions 
made by everyone else. 
We are all born 
in a time and 
a place. When 
and where and 
to whom we 
are born deter-
mines the scope 
of decisions 
available to us. 
Then there are 
the wild cards 
that are thrown 
in. Ecclesias-
tes 9:11 says it 
like this, “Again 
I saw that un-
der the sun the 
race is not to 
the swift, nor 
the battle to 
the strong, nor 
bread to the 
wise, nor riches to the in-
telligent, nor favor to the 
men of skill; but time and 
chance happen to them 
all.”

Every decision that we 
make as a society will have 
bene昀ts for some and will 
harm others. Sometimes 
the harm comes to our 
neighbors, sometimes it 
falls on people in other 
nations toward whom we 
seldom give thought. It is 
not that we should feel 
guilty about this inadver-
tent harm but perhaps we 
should at least consider it 
a possibility.

Laws, public and for-
eign policy, diplomatic 

decisions, and interpreta-
tion of religious books all 
play into creating the type 
of world we live in. When 

I hear people 
being blamed 
for their pov-
erty, perhaps 
I need to con-
sider my role in 
their situation. 
When I see the 
decisions that 
other nations 
make, perhaps 
it would be wise 
to better un-
derstand their 
position. This 
doesn’t mean 
that action 
should not be 
taken. It does 
not mean that 
there are times 
when aggres-

sion turns into vengeance 
that needs to be checked. 

It is easy to forget that 
the 昀rst account of Cre-
ation in the Bible 昀nished 
with the exclamation, “It 
was exceedingly good!” 
In this account human 
beings were created after 
everything was in place. 
It is as though the Cre-
ator prepared a place for 
us and then put us in it 
to care for it...and for each 
other.

That 昀rst enigmatic 
poem in Genesis 1:27 can 
be rendered, “So God cre-
ated humankind in his 
own image, in the image 
of God he created it, male 

and female he created 
them.” It is as though hu-
manity is made in the im-
age of God and it takes all 
of us, together, to re昀ect 
that image. That makes 
us part of each other from 
the beginning.

The teachings of Jesus 
in the Gospels tell us what 
the kingdom of God is 
like. He does this in par-
able and preaching. The 
parables tell us about God 
and about Jesus’ work 
while he was here. Some 
tell how we are to treat 
each other. The apostles 
then began to explain 
the implications of these 
teachings to the gather-
ings that were to become 
the church. They used the 
metaphor of the body to 
explain that we are all one 
and connected to each 
other.

John Donne’s famous 
Meditation 27 beautiful-
ly states that we are all 
connected. “Perchance he 
for whom this bell tolls 
may be so ill, as that he 
knows not it tolls for him; 
and perchance I may 
think myself so much 
better than I am, as that 
they who are about me, 
and see my state, may 
have caused it to toll for 
me, and I know not that. 
The church is Catholic, 
universal, so are all her 
actions; all that she does 
belongs to all. . . No man 
is an island, entire of it-
self; every man is a piece 

of the continent, a part 
of the main. If a clod be 
washed away by the sea, 
Europe is the less, as well 
as if a promontory were, 
as well as if a manor of thy 
friend’s or of thine own 
were: any man’s death 
diminishes me, because I 
am involved in mankind, 
and therefore never send 
to know for whom the 
bells tolls; it tolls for thee.”

If I say I am a Christian, 
and you make the same 
claim, what each of us 
does affects the other. Re-
membering this may pre-
vent me from treating an-
other person in a way that 
I would never treat part of 
my physical body. 

Perhaps if more of us 
understood that while we 
may be created in the im-
age of God, we are only a 
tiny sliver of it. It is when 
all of us, together, work 
for the good of all that 
we begin to move back 
toward the day when hu-
manity was introduced to 
the world. Paul’s reminder 
to the Jews and Gentiles 
who made up the church-
es in Rome, “Welcome 
one another, therefore, as 
Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God.” (Ro-
mans 15:7, RSV). 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

We complete each other

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? 
Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.
net and request a video link 
that hopefully will change 
your mind.

n Salem Baptist Cele-
brate Recovery meets Mon-
day’s 5:30 p.m. with a meal 
at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland 
Street, opposite side of 
the building from the Thrift 
Store.

n Old Salem Baptist 
Church has a Blessing Box 
located next to the church 
at 117 Old Salem Church 
Rd. Everyone is welcome to 
take items or place them in 
the box for others to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month 
in Coleman Hall of the 
church.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 

7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

n Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday 
at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
The Clothes Closet is op-
erated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. The Clothes 
Closet will be closed in case 
of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

Religious Outreach

Givers experience more joy than stingy people
Question:  Recently, a 

friend offered me a consid-
erable amount of money to 
help cover a large debt. I 
told him, “Thanks, but I’ll get 
by.” He replied, “If you don’t 
take my money, you’ll take 
away my blessing of helping 
you.” Is there really a bless-
ing in giving or was he just 
trying to get me to take his 
money?

Answer: Yes, there’s a 
blessing for people who 
give! “It is more blessed to 
give,” said Jesus, “than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). Giv-
ing to help others, makes 
us more thankful for how 
God has blessed us. Also, 
it helps us to depend upon 
God’s generous supply for 
our own needs (Phil. 4:18).

Continuously, Jesus 

taught His followers to gen-
erously give to meet oth-
er’s needs. “Give to the 
one who asks you, and do 
not turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from 
you” (Mt. 5:42). Also, He 
exclaimed, “Give, and it will 
be given to you” (Lk. 6:33). 
When He sent the twelve 
disciples on their 昀rst mis-
sion trip, He instructed them, 
“Freely you have received, 
freely give” (Mt. 10:8).

If one goes through life 
thinking, “I’m short on mon-
ey,” or “No one wants my 
help,” or “If I offer to help, 

they’ll think I’m just trying to 
be a ‘big shot.’” These and 
other excuses stop the pro-
cess of helping others be-
fore it starts. 

A good place to start a 
giving lifestyle is to realize 
God has given to you 昀rst. 

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and 
only Son” (Jn. 3:16). Let’s 
ask God to help us see the 
needs of others, then, to re-
spond generously.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

BeBe
Informed!Informed!

www.kypublicnotice.com

SEARCH PUBLIC NOTICES published
in Kentucky newspapers.

This website is provided by
Kentucky’s newspapers as a free 

service for the purpose of and
engaging the citizens and maximizing 

the availability of this information.



Long journey for the bridge 
across Tradewater River

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

People who lived in 
the northern section of 
Crittenden County were 
cut off from nearby St-
urgis in Union County 
by the Tradewater River. 
The community of Bells 
Mines was much closer 
to the town of Sturgis 
than the 20-plus miles to 
Marion, but the lack of a 
bridge across the Trade-
water River sometimes 
made it dif昀cult to get to 
Union County. A small 
ferry boat was avail-
able most of the time or 
people found their own 
means to cross the wa-
ter. From the articles in 
the old Critten-
den Presses as 
early as 1897 
the 昀scal court 
knew a bridge 
was needed in 
this area.  

As with many 
new projects 
that cause 
change, this one 
had its problems 
and setbacks 
too. Here is the 
story of the Ki-
wanis Bridge 
with the idea 
starting as ear-
ly as 1897 and 
昀nally 昀nished 
29 years later in 
1926.

–––
April 8, 1897, At the 

regular term of the 昀scal 
court on Tuesday April 
4, J. N. Culley (Culley 
was magistrate for the 
district of Bells Mines) 
and E. L. Nunn were ap-
pointed commissioners 
to report on the most 
practical place to build a 
bridge across the Trade-
water; also as to the kind 
and probable cost of 
such a bridge. It was also 
ordered that the county 
judge of Union County 
be requested to appoint 
similar commissioners to 
act in conjunction with 
the Crittenden County 
commissioners.

Several years passed 
without any further 
news or updates of this 
much-needed bridge. 
Perhaps Union County 
wasn’t interested just 
yet.

–––
April 6, 1916 – Want 

a Bridge Across Trade-
water?

H. L. Culley, Horace 
Smith, John Wascomb, 
Hon. Phil Winston, all 
of Sturgis, F. L. Black, 
Wm. Brown, Hon. E. L. 
Nunn of this county, and 
others came before the 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court in the interest of a 
bridge across Tradewater 
at the mouth of Cypress 
Creek

This is one of the 
main county roads and 
a bridge should be built 
there at once to give the 
people of that section an 
outlet. Union County will 
build a turnpike to the 
county line at the cross-
ing so that people will 
have a solid rock road to 
market all the year.

–––
August 19, 1920 – 

The Federal Highway To 
Be Built

On last Friday Aug. 13, 
a few citizens of Sullivan 
in Union County were in 

our city agitat-
ing the ques-
tion as to the 
location of the 
federal high-
way and the 
crossing on 
the Tradewa-
ter River.  

It has been 
our infor-
mation that 
former Com-
m i s s i o n e r 
Rodman Wi-
ley settled 
this question 
more than a 
year ago, and 
why some few 
of our citizens 
will listen and 

continue to assist a few 
disgruntled citizens of 
another county to rob the 
citizens and taxpayers of 
our own county of the 
prospect of a road that 
rightly belongs to them 
is somewhat a mystery.

On the 18th day 
of June 1918, every 
man who voted for the 
$150,000 road bond 
did it with the speci昀c 
understanding that the 
road should cross the 
Tradewater at or near the 
mouth of Cypress.  Every 
man who signed pledges 
to donate money to aug-
ment this sum for road 
purposes signed a paper 
that was explicit in stat-
ing that the road should 
cross the Tradewater at 
this point. A resolution 
unanimously adopted 
by the Fiscal court, pub-
lished and put before all 
the people of the county, 
designated Cypress for 
crossing.  

We believe this road 
should come into this 
county by crossing the 
Tradewater at or near 
the mouth of Cypress, 
because it was promised 
the voters by those in 
charge of the campaign; 
because it will bene昀t 
directly all the north-
ern part of the county 
while the other will not; 
because it will connect, 
directly, almost all of 
the county with the coal 
昀elds of both this and 
Union County; because 
the assessors’ books 
show that the farmlands 
touched by the Cypress 
are valued at $30,000 
or more. Why a sugges-
tion of another route has 
been talked about is a 
little bit mysterious and 
one wonders about the 
motive of the talk.

They Cypress route 
serves 10:1 more Crit-

tenden County people 
and furnishes ingress 
and egress to a far more 
extensive and productive 
part of the county than 
the other.

–––
June 23, 1922 – 

Bridge Meeting
Some 40 or more citi-

zens of Morgan昀eld and 
Sturgis representing the 
Kiwanis Clubs of these 
cities drove over from 
Union County Tuesday to 
attend the bridge meet-
ing held at the court-
house here.  Owing to 
the lack of proper adver-
tising, only a small num-
ber of Crittenden County 
people were present at 
the meeting.

County Judge E. Jef-
frey Travis gave the open-
ing address explaining 
the object of the meeting. 
He told them he wanted 
the bridge. He said the 
people of the two coun-
ties were not as closely 
allied as they should be. 
Mayor Kern of Sturgis 
gave the next address. 
He advised cooperation 
between the two counties 
and said the building of 
the bridge would be the 
means of more close-
ly uniting the people as 
neighbors and friends.

Supt. Herbert of Bell 
Coal & Navigation Co. 
said the citizens of the 
northern part of Critten-
den deserved and ought 
to have the bridge.  He 
said that in the days of 
Daniel Boone and the 
Indians when they want-
ed to cross Tradewater, 
they crossed in a boat. 
He told them that in that 
respect that part of the 
county had not improved 
– they still had to cross 
in boats. He said it was 
not right to force those 
people to endanger their 
future lives by cussing 
like a blue streak every 
time they tried to cross 
the Tradewater and get 
stuck in the mud.

The meeting closed 
with an address by J. F. 
Dogge in which he said 
he was interested in both 
counties and wanted the 
bridge so that he could 
better make the trips 
back and forth.

–––
June 9, 1922 – Bridge 

To Be Built Across 
Tradewater

The Union County 
Fiscal Court met in a 
called session last Satur-
day and voted to build a 
bridge across the Trade-
water at the mouth of Cy-
press, at the same time 
voted $12,000 or more if 
necessary for construc-

tion of same. A date was 
set for a joint meeting 
of the Crittenden and 
Union county courts to 
meet at Sturgis to dis-
cuss the 昀nal plans for 
the much-needed bridge. 

This bridge has been 
needed for the conve-
nience of all the northern 
part of the county and 
Judge Travis says he is 
doing all he can to have 
it completed before the 
year is out. (But not to 
happen yet for it seemed 
several of the 昀scal court 
members were “agin” 
the whole thing and a 
lot of the town people 
weren’t convinced it was 
a worthwhile project to 
spend money on.)

–––
August 10, 1923 – 

Fiscal Court News
The Fiscal Court met 

with Judge E. J Travis 
and County Attorney 
E. D. Stone and all the 
magistrates being pres-
ent. The court adjourned 
to meet with the Fiscal 
Court of Union County to 
confer as to whether the 
bridge at the mouth of 
Cypress built by order of 
the two counties would 
be accepted or rejected.

The party of of昀cials 
motored over and con-
sisted of County Judge 
E. J. Travis, E. D. Stone, 
P. R. Taylor, Miss Leaffa 
Wilborn, L. A. LaRue; F. 
M. Davdison, P. F. Par-
is, S. F. Peek, Charles 
LaRue, Will Hardesty, J. 
L. Rankin, R. L. Holt and 
Henry Simpson.

–––
August 27, 1926 – 

Tradewater Bridge Now 
Open To Traf昀c

The bridge across 
Tradewater River, on the 
highway between Sturgis 
and Marion, was opened 
to traf昀c for the 昀rst time 
Saturday of last week. 
The structure, one of 
the largest all concrete 
foundation bridges in 
Kentucky, was 昀nished 
about July 15. Messrs. 
W. M. and J. S. Quirey, 
who had the contract 
to make the 昀ll at each 
end of the bridge, com-
pleted the work in about 
30 days. Between 5,000 
and 6,000 yards of dirt 
was moved in order to do 
this.  Since the Kiwanis 
Club of Union County 
worked so hard to see 
this bridge built, it has 
since been known as the 
Kiwanis Bridge.

–––
The old one-lane Ki-

wanis Bridge which was 
so hard fought for for so 
many years, served its 
purpose, and needed re-
placing many years later. 
In 1982 it was replaced 
with a new two-lane 
modern concrete bridge. 
The new bridge was 
constructed just down-
stream from the location 
of the old one.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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The Kiwanis Bridge connecting Crittenden and Union 
counties was completed in 1926. It was a much-needed 
convenience for the northern part of the county. 



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

real estate
REDUCED! House for sale 
at 220 S. Weldon, 3 BR, 
1 bath, yard barn, garden 
plot, $39,500. (270) 704-
4445. (2t-34-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-40-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-833-770-0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 9/30/25.) Call 

1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-888-
302-4539

BUSINESS
SPACE FOR RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for 
rent: Second 昀oor with four 
large of昀ce areas, restroom. 
Of昀ce desks furnished. Lo-
cated ½ mile from I-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Electric, 
water, gas, utilities and in-
ternet included. $2,200  per 
month.  Call Bonnie Howard, 
Kentucky Press Association, 
502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-
5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annu-
al contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-877-
548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your 昀rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Show-

time, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation 
is free. All plans feature un-
limited talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-353-
2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly less 
than what you owe! FREE 
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 昀nd 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!

FOOD SERVICES

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bonus 
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus 
s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine 
selections plus a FREE $25 
Omaha Steaks E-reward 
card every three months. 
Cancel anytime. 100% guar-
antee! Call 1-844-740-5945 
and mention code AGJF002 
or visit www.GetOSWine.
com/sip169

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-982-
0374
HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 
1-866-329-2415 to schedule 
a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus get 
75% off installation and a bo-
nus $250 discount! Limited 
time only. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.
SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited warran-
ty. Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-866-348-8793
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need out-
side noise reduction? New, 
energy ef昀cient windows 
may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-833-890-2083.  You 
will be asked for the zip code 
of the property when con-
necting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card 
when you make the switch.  
Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 

These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your 
home, your assets NOW for 
as little as 70¢ a day! Call 
1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability bene昀ts if you have are 
between 52-63 years old and 
under a doctor’s care for a 
health condition that prevents 
you from working for a year 
or more. Call now! 1-833-
641-6772

TIME SHARE/
FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Kentucky

Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open:
Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $7 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classi昀ed ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Rocket sports schedule 

THURSDAY 
Golf at The Cullen GC in Eddyville 
Soccer hosts Trigg County 
CCHS Volleyball at Heritage Christian 
FRIDAY 
Rocket Football hosts Union County 
TUESDAY 
Golf at Deer Lakes GC 
Soccer hosts Union County 
CCMS Football at South Hopkins  
 

CCMS loses to Union 

   Crittenden County Middle School 
couldn’t get the offense going and lost 
14-2 to Union County last Thursday at 
Rocket Stadium. The Rockets scored 
a safety in the first half for its only 
points. The team played at Henderson 
South on Tuesday, but results were 
not available at press time. 
 
CCHS GOLF ACTION 

Critenden beat Hardin 

   CCHS golfers defeated Hardin 
County, Ill., 240-281 Monday at Deer 
Lakes Golf Course. Crittenden’s team 
scoring was led by Hudson Stokes 
with a 44, followed by Mitchell Brown 
and Jaxon Duncan at 46, Levi Quert-
ermous 49 and Bentley Rushing 55. 
Gunner Topp also shot a 55, and 
Dawson Jones finished at 61. For the 
girls, Georgia Holeman carded a 50 
and Abby Korzenborn shot a 62. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Dove decoy limitations 

   Starting this season, decoys are not 
allowed on public dove fields until Oct. 
1. This change was made to provide a 
safer and more enjoyable hunting ex-
perience for everyone in the field, 
KDFWR says. Early-season use of 
decoys can create low-flying birds, 
which is a safety concern during the 
busiest part of the season on public 
hunting areas. Dove season opens 
Monday, Sept. 1 on Labor Day and 
runs through Oct. 26 for its first fall 
segment. Public dove hunting is avail-
able in Crittenden and Union counties. 
See the KDFWR Hunting Guide for 
details about WMA hunting opportuni-
ties at Big Rivers and Higginson-
Henry. 
 

Barkley Lake blinds 

   The annual Lake Barkley Duck Blind 
Drawing will be held Monday, Sept. 15 
at the Right Bank Recreation Area 
below the powerhouse. Registration 
begins at 7 a.m. with the drawing to 
follow at 8. Hunters must present a 
valid hunting license, a signed Federal 
Duck Stamp and a completed HIP sur-
vey number to participate. For more 
information, contact Ranger Ben Clark 
at 270-362-4236. 
 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Early wood duck                    Sept 20-24 
Teal                                        Sept 20-24 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-12 
Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 
Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-31 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit                            Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Turkey shotgun               Dec 6 - Dec 12 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Deer muzzleloader              Dec 13-21 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s foot-

ball season opened with fire-
works on offense but too 
many miscues to pull off an 
upset against a much larger 
opponent.  

The Rockets traded scores 
with Class 6A Marshall 
County for much of the first 
half last Friday before 
turnovers and a key injury 
tilted the game in the Mar-
shals’ favor, resulting in a 
42-29 setback at Draffenville. 

The Rockets actually out-
gained Marshall, piling up 
375 yards to the home team’s 
303. Senior quarterback 
Quinn Summers, entering 
his second full season as 
starter, completed 22 of 39 
passes for 327 yards and 
four touchdowns. His per-
formance was a reminder of 
why head coach Gaige Court-
ney calls him “the complete 
package.” 

Summers spread the ball 
around to six receivers, and 
senior wideout Caden 
Howard once again led the 
way. Howard caught five 
passes for 120 yards and two 
touchdowns, including a 78-
yard bomb in the second 
quarter that kept the Rockets 
in the game. Earlier, he 
opened the scoring for Crit-
tenden with a 15-yard recep-
tion and two-point 
conversion. 

But just as Howard looked 
primed for another record-
setting season, his nagging 
hamstring issue resurfaced 
in the third quarter. He was 
sidelined the rest of the way, 
leaving the Rockets without 
their most dangerous 
weapon. His availability for 
this week’s home opener 
against Union County re-
mains uncertain. 

The Rockets didn’t lack for 
other options. Sophomore Eli 
Lovell was a steady target 
with five catches for 84 
yards, and senior Dokota 
Sosh added five for 69 yards 
and a touchdown. Freshman 
Hayden Hughes showed 
poise with a short scoring 
grab in the third period, 
while Davis Perryman and 
Brayden Poindexter chipped 
in crucial catches to extend 
drives. 

Still, turnovers haunted 
CCHS. The Rockets lost two 
fumbles and threw an inter-
ception, all in the first half. 
Each gave Marshall excellent 

field position, leading directly 
to points. The Marshals cap-
italized quickly behind quar-
terback Neyland Jezik, who 
threw for 154 yards and two 
touchdowns, including a 55-
yard strike to Ethan Webber. 
Marshall’s power run game 
also wore on Crittenden, as 
Kolten Winsett and Kaysen 
Holland combined for 128 
yards and three rushing 
touchdowns. 

After leading 35-23 at half-
time, Marshall extended its 
advantage in the third quar-
ter, and Crittenden’s final 
drive into the red zone stalled 
at the Marshals’ 15-yard line. 

Now the Rockets (0-1) shift 
their focus to Friday’s home 
opener against Union 
County. The Braves are also 
winless after a 49-13 loss to 
Madisonville-North Hopkins, 
the same Maroons team that 
defeated Crittenden 38-7 in a 
scrimmage the week prior to 
the regular season. In that 
preseason tilt, Crittenden 
trailed just 10-7 early before 
Madisonville reeled off 31 
unanswered points. 

Friday’s matchup at Rocket 
Stadium is an early measur-
ing stick for both programs. 
Summers’ arm and Critten-
den’s depth at receiver will 
again be the key, but the 

Rockets will hope for the re-
turn of Howard, whose pres-
ence could make all the 
difference against a Union 
squad eager to bounce back. 

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. Fri-
day at Rocket Stadium. 
Union County was the pre-
season No. 5 in Class 3A. 

Crittenden County’s all-
time football record against 
Union County is 8 wins and 
30 losses. Last season, Union 
County beat the Rockets 42-
14 in Marion 

 
SCORE BY QUARTER 
Crittenden County   15     8      6    0 
Marshall County      14    21     7    0 
SCORING PLAYS 
M-Kolten Winsett 20 run (Brayden 
York kick) 8:40, 1st 
C-Caden Howard 15 pass from Quinn 
Summers (Summers run) 7:21, 1st 
C-Dokota Sosh 18 pass from Sum-
mers (Mitchell Brown kick) 2:15, 1st 
M-Ethan Webber 55 pass from Ney-
land Jezik (Thatcher Newnum kick) 
1:23, 1st 
M-Kaysen Holland 2 run (York kick) 
11:11, 2nd 
M-Holland 7 run (Newnum kick) 10:12, 2nd 
C-Howard 78 pass from Summers (Eli 
Lovell run) 5:53, 2nd 
M-Jezik 3 run (York kick) 1:43, 2nd 
C-Hayden Hughes 3 pass from Sum-
mers (pass failed) 5:53, 3rd 
M-Webber 7 pass from Jezik 
(Newnum kick) :50, 3rd 
 

TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 12, MCHS 13 
Penalties: CCHS 5-45, MCHS 4-40 
Rushing: CCHS 21-45, MCHS 35-149 
Passing: CCCHS 22-40-1,327; MCHS 
13-18-1, 154 
Total Yards: CCHS 375, MCHS 303 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 2-2, MCHS 1-0 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Summers 9-39, Trae Taylor 11-
17, Lovell 1-(-11). MCHS: Winsett 12-
74, Holland 14-54, Jezik 7-11, Reece 
Reed 1-2, Webber 1-8. 
Passing 
CCHS: Summers 22-39-1, 327; 
Howard 0-1-0. MCHS: Jezik 13-18-1, 
154. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Howard 5-120, Lovell 5-84, 
Sosh 5-69, Davis Perryman 3-25, 
Brayden Poindexter 1-15, Hughes 2-6, 
Taylor 1-8. MCHS: Kamren Brown 5-
49, Sylas Winding 1-10, Webber 3-72, 
Aiden Roy 2-8, Kaiden Mohler 2-15. 
Defense 
Brandsasse 7 solos, 3 TFLs; M.Counts 
assist: Hall solo, 2 assists, TFL; 
Howard 4 solos; Pierson 3 assists; 
B.Poindexter 16 solos, 5 assists; 
D.Sosh 3 solos; Stevenson 6 solos, in-
terception; Taylor 2 solos; Musser 5 
assists; Perryman 2 solos, assist; 
Blazina solo; Lovell 5 solos, 2 assists, 
sack; Bumpus 2 solos, 2 assists, TFL; 
Herrington solo; Hughes solo. 
Players of the Game: Offense Quinn 
Summers, Defense Brayden Poindex-
ter, Lineman Braydin Brandsasse, 
Special Teams Mitchell Brown. 

Although Trae Taylor’s first start as the featured running back in Crittenden County’s offense 
didn’t produce big numbers on Friday at Marshall County, he did have some key runs like this 
one. He netted 17 yards on 11 carries.

Rockets will look to rebound vs Union



LADY ROCKETS SOCCER 

The Lady Rockets dropped a district soccer match 5-1 
at Lyon County Monday as Adri Berry scored Crittenden’s 
only goal on an assist by Ella Geary. The girls are now 0-1 
in district play and 4-2 overall. CCHS had beaten Lyon 
last week in the the All A Classic. 

Crittenden County’s girls’ won Saturday 7-3 at home 
over Apollo. Sophomore Adri Berry powered the Lady 
Rockets with four goals, while senior Ella Geary added 
two and sophomore Haley Moore chipped in one. Assists 
came from Geary (3), Moore (1), senior Mollie Blazina (1) 
and junior goalkeeper Macibelle Hardesty (1). Hardesty 
also recorded nine saves in the net.  

 

LADY ROCKETS VOLLEYBALL 

Crittenden County improved to 2-0 in district play with 
a straight-set victory at Trigg County Monday night. 

Crittenden County has bounced back after a season-
opening loss to Marshall County with mixed results over 
the past week of volleyball action. The Lady Rockets de-
feated Livingston Central 3-1 on Aug. 21, marking their 
first dropped set to a district opponent in four years. De-
spite the mild misstep, Crittenden still hasn’t lost a dis-
trict match in six seasons. Set scores were 20-25, 25-12, 

25-15, 25-17. For CCHS, Aly Yates dug 14 balls and 
Lacey Boone added 11. Emerye Pollard had 11 attacks, 
while Braelyn Merrill slammed down 12 kills and Lilah 
Sherer tallied 10 kills along with 24 set assists. 

•At the West Kentucky Smackdown in Hopkinsville last 
weekend, CCHS won two of six games, falling twice to 
Caldwell County 2-1 and 2-0. In the 2-0 loss, Sherer 
handed out 36 assists. Yates anchored the defense with 
12 digs. Pollard and Maddie Hearell each contributed four 
kills, and Maeson Martin finished with three blocks. In the 
other loss to Caldwell, Pollard scored four aces, Sherer 
had 34 sets, Yates had 16 digs and Boone five kills. The 
Lady Rockets had a 2-0 win over University Heights (25-
17, 25-13). Boone and Pollard each fired five aces, Yates 
had six digs, and Merrill posted five kills. Crittenden fell 
2-0 to Owensboro Catholic (21-25, 15-21). Hearell 
served two aces, Sherer recorded 23 assists, and Yates 
dug 10 balls. Merrill had four blocks, while Sherer, Mer-
rill, Travis and Pollard all finished with three kills apiece. 
The Rocket girls posted a 2-1 victory over Garrard 
County. Yates led from the service line with four aces and 
nine digs. Sherer dished out 48 assists and added five 
kills. Boone paced the offense with seven kills, while 
Travis and Martin joined Sherer with five kills each. Merrill 
chipped in three blocks. CCHS lost 2-0 to Kirkwood. 
Sherer had 18 assists and four kills. Yates and Hearell 
each collected seven digs, and Travis notched two blocks.
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Stop for School Buses  
with Flashing Lights 

  Yellow lights signal the bus is 
preparing to stop, slow down 
and get ready to stop. Red 
flashing lights & extended stop 
arm mean children are board-
ing or deboarding, stop com-
pletely, and don't move until 
lights stop flashing, the arm re-
tracts, and the bus begins to 
move again. It’s illegal in all 50 
states to pass a stopped 
school bus when lights are 
flashing – regardless of direc-
tion or number of lanes.  
  A new nationwide enforce-
ment wave started August 11, 

2025, with fines ranging from 
about $250 to over $1,500, 
plus potential license suspen-
sion or criminal penalties.  
 

Observe School Zones  
with Extra Caution 

  Always obey reduced speed 
limits and flashing beacons in 
school zones.  
 

Be Proactive & Defensive 
  Maintain ample following dis-
tance, especially behind large 
vehicles like school buses, and 
use the 3‑second rule, or 
longer in poor weather or low 
light. Be particularly alert in 

residential areas, driveways, 
and near bus stops. Children 
can be unpredictable.  
 
Understand Local Traffic Laws 
  Laws about when you must 
stop for a school bus vary on 
divided highways. Some states 
don’t require vehicles opposite 
a stopped bus to stop. Always 
check your state's specific reg-
ulations. Crossing guards' sig-
nals are enforceable, always 
follow their directions for stop-
ping or proceeding.  
 
Avoid Distractions at All Costs 
  Using a cellphone, fiddling 

with the radio, or otherwise 
being distracted can be fatal, 
especially near children and 
school buses. Stop all distrac-
tions and keep your eyes on 
the road.  
 

Be Mindful Near Driveways  
& Neighborhood Drives 

  Backing out of driveways near 
school routes? Look carefully, 
many pedestrian fatalities hap-
pen between 7-8 a.m. and 3-4 
p.m. Always look around your 
vehicle before entering and 
drive slowly through areas 
where children may be pres-
ent. 

Bus & School Zone Safety 
Don’t move until a bus’s lights stop flashing and it begins to move

Crittenden County Middle School’s football team has three games under its belt already this season. Pictured are players (front 
from left) Alex Borden, Jacoby Lynch, Parker Day, Jase Estes, Elijah Taylor, Gabriel Belt, Conley Palmer, Bowen Robison, (back) 
Barrett Brown, Trenton Allsbury, Oliver Davis, Noah Moss, Brady Polk, Kevin Little, Draven Farmer, Abel McKinney and Kaelynn 
Fallquist. The team is coached by Ethan Dossett, Hunter Boone, Jacob Courtney and Brock Langston.

County will 
allow SUVs 
on roadways 
 
 
STAFF REPORT 

After showing perhaps a slight bit 
of reluctance earlier this summer to 
embrace a new special-purpose vehi-
cle law, Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court last week introduced an ordi-
nance that would allow street-legal 
vehicles to operate on most county 
roads. 

The measure stems from House Bill 
89, passed by the General Assembly 
in March and codified as KRS 
186.077. The new state law, which 
took effect June 27, gives local gov-
ernments the option of permitting 
certain vehicles such as side-by-sides 
and utility task vehicles (UTVs) on 
highways within their jurisdiction. 

Livingston County, Princeton and 
Marion have already passed similar 
ordinances to allow it. 

Crittenden County’s proposed ordi-
nance mirrors language from the 
statute but outlines specific restric-
tions. It would allow the vehicles on 
all highways in the county except 
U.S. 60, U.S. 641. The proposed ordi-
nance further limits operation to no 
more than 20 miles of continuous 
travel on highways with centerline 
pavement markings. It also bans 
minitrucks from use on any highway 
built under a federal highway pro-
gram. 

The ordinance was given a first 
reading at last Thursday’s fiscal court 
meeting. A second reading and final 
vote will be required before it becomes 
law. 

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl 
Tabor said three such vehicles have 
already been licensed in the county. 
The rigs must meet very specific 
safety regulations to be licensed and 
the owner must carry insurance.

PHOTO BY GREG PERRYMAN

  Here are complete All A Classic Second 
Region Golf Tournament Results from last 
Thursday, Aug. 21 at The Cullen Golf 
Course at Mineral Mounds in Eddyville. 
Crittenden did not have anyone to qualify 
for the state tournament.  

BOYS SCORES 
Carson Collins (Lyon County), 75 
Cal Givens (UHA), 78 
Cooper Collins (Lyon County), 79 
Hayden Hunt (UHA), 80 
Brayden Biggers (Livingston Central), 84 
Bryson Turner (UHA), 84 
Collin Barnes (Livingston Central), 86 
Cohen Wiggins (Lyon County), 90 
Landon Mitchell (Caldwell County), 90 
Clay Calendar (Livingston Central), 91 
Logan Wring (Livingston Central), 91 
Hugh Sisk (UHA), 94 
Mitchell Brown (Crittenden County), 94 
Bentley Rushing (Crittenden County), 95 
Ty Williams (Livingston Central), 96 
Cash Singleton (Crittenden County), 97 
Jonah Ramey (Lyon County), 97 
Scott Cornter (Caldwell County), 98 
Jimmy Cowan (Lyon County), 99 
Landon Crouch (Lyon County), 103 
Preston Alfred (Caldwell County), 103 
Hudson Stokes (Crittenden County), 106 
Trace Elliott (Lyon County), 106 
Levi Quertermous (Crittenden), 109 
Brody Kirk (Caldwell County), 114 
Jaxton Duncan (Crittenden County), 116 
Gunner Topp (Crittenden County), 119 
Kinley Clapp (Lyon County), 121 
Lucas Harper (Caldwell County), 142 

GIRLS SCORES 
Allie Sandifer (University Heights), 82 
Campbell Lindsey (University Heights), 85 
Brenna Breitrick (Lyon County), 89 
Ella Perry (University Heights), 91 
Jenna Coursey (Lyon County), 95 
Georgia Holman (Crittenden County), 100 
Emma Belt (Livingston Central), 107 
Caroline Tucker (University Heights), 112 
Abby Kolzenborn (Crittenden County), 113 
Amelia Ray (Livingston Central), 122 
Reese Palmer (Livingston Central), 127 
Kylee Grace (University Heights), 127 
Bryleigh Jordan (Caldwell County), 124 
Marylee Harper (Caldwell County), 132 
Jessie Taylor (Livingston Central), 144 
Hayden Hall (Caldwell County), 162 

ALL A CLASSIC GOLF SCORES

Senior Lacey Boone returns a shot during the Lady Rockets’ 
volleyball match last week at Livingston Central.

Crittenden County Middle School infielder Danielle Farmer 
makes a play on a Caldwell County baserunner at second.

PHOTO BY YOUR SPORTS EDGE 

Crittenden County High School senior 
Dixie Hunter (23) battles for possession of 
the ball during a recent match against 
Lyon County. The Rocket girls have lost 
just twice so far this season, and both de-
feats have come at the hands of the Lady 
Lyons – once in the All A Classic and again 
Monday night in league play Eddyville.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP



JAILER 
Continued from page 1 

in a fair election. I have 
worked diligently to per-
form my job to the best of 
my ability the entire time 
I have been in office. I 
can be removed only by 
an act of the Kentucky 
General Assembly, and I 
have no plans to step 
down,” Hayes said 

Elsewhere on this page, 
see the jailer’s full re-
sponse to the court’s re-
quest. 

Financial reports show 
the jail ended the last two 
months with an $81,000 
cash shortfall. Total re-
ceipts in July were 
$312,558, while dis-
bursements topped 
$357,135. Hayes told the 
court that inmate hous-
ing numbers remain 
steady but expenses are 
climbing rapidly. 

“Food has gone up 
$150,000 a year, medical 
costs are rising, and 
equipment is breaking 
down,” she said early in 
last Thursday’s meeting, 
explaining to magistrates 
some complications of 
the jail’s financial footing. 
“We operate a good jail 
that this county should 
be proud of, but given 
current circumstances 
it’s pretty hard to just 
tread water.” 

Hayes said she has 
been seeking grant relief 
through potential opioid 
settlement funds and ex-
ploring other programs to 
offset medical costs. She 
noted that attrition is 
being used to trim 
staffing and that the jail 
is looking at every option 
available. 

The jailer also defended 
her operation, saying the 
facility is maintained 
safely and cleanly despite 
challenges.  

“I don’t want anyone to 
think that I’m not aware 
of what this is costing the 
county,” Hayes said. 
“There are increases we 
can’t control.” 

In her written state-
ment, Hayes further em-
phasized that Kentucky 
jails today are “much dif-
ferent than they were 
four to five years ago,” 
citing a dramatic drop in 
state inmates, rising op-
erational costs and added 
burdens from Marion’s 
ongoing water crisis.  

“During the time that I 
have been jailer, the jail 
has been run efficiently 
with as little cost to the 
county as possible,” she 
wrote. 

Some of those com-
ments were shared early 
in the fiscal court meet-
ing after Hayes provided 
a jail census and occu-
pancy figures for last 

month. It wasn’t until the 
final minutes of the more 
than two-hour meeting 
that magistrates emerged 
from a closed-door exec-
utive session and began 
the process to declare 
their desire to have the 
jailer resign. 

At that time further 
discussion was initiated. 
Magistrates said they 
continue to hear com-
plaints from the commu-
nity about the jail, citing 
financial concerns, but 
nothing else. Judge-Ex-
ecutive Perry Newcom 
cited consistently low 
numbers of federal in-
mates, which is a key 
source of revenue in a cli-
mate when state inmates 
are more difficult to find. 
He pointed out that he 
had questioned why fed-
eral inmates from Mis-
souri are no longer being 
housed locally, but said 
he’d not gotten an an-
swer. 

“I’ve had several calls 
wanting to know, as mag-
istrates, what are we 
doing to make this bet-
ter,” Grimes said. “The 
truth is, there is not 
much we can do.” 

While the vote has no 
statutory force, magis-
trates acknowledged it 
reflects broad dissatisfac-
tion from both the court 
and the public based on 
their interactions with 
constituents. 

Newcom characterized 
the vote as “an indication 
of dissatisfaction from 
the court” and he also 
pointed to concerns from 
the community at large, 
which is on the hook for 
shortfalls that exist in the 
jail’s current financial in-
stability. 

On paper, the jail has 
operated in the black six 
during six fiscal years 
since it opened in 2007. 
Hayes was first elected 
jailer the fall of 2022 and 
began serving in January 
2023. 

The jailer holds a con-
stitutionally prescribed 
position and cannot be 
removed from office by 
the fiscal court. Elected 
constitutional officers 
such as jailers and 
county judge-executives 
cannot be forced out of 
office simply by a fiscal 
court’s request; removal 
is governed by the state 
constitution and 
statutes. Under Section 
227 of the Kentucky Con-
stitution, a jailer may be 
indicted and, upon con-
viction for misfeasance, 
malfeasance or willful 
neglect of duty, removed 
from office. Otherwise, 
ouster requires formal 
impeachment proceed-
ings by the General As-
sembly under KRS 

Chapter 63. In short, a 
fiscal court’s vote to re-
quest resignation carries 
political weight but has 
no binding legal author-
ity. 

The jail employs a staff 
of just over 40 to provide 
security and administra-
tive services. Its budget is 
around $3.83 million, 
representing 27.5% of 
Crittenden County’s 
more than $14 million 
budget. 

The jail opened in late 
2007 at a cost of $7.6 
million. An article in The 
Crittenden Press in early 
2008 cited county lead-
ers as saying “the jail will 
never make a profit, but 
it should cut local spend-
ing.” 

The main building on 
the corrections facility 
campus is a 133-bed, 
full-service jail. The 
nearby restricted Cus-
tody Center (RCC) was 
built in 2016 to house up 
to 39 lower-security, 
work-release Class D 
prisoners. Cost to refit 
the old county museum 
building, converting it to 
the RCC, cost the county 
around $250,000 

Prior to 2007, the 
county regularly spent 
about $300,000 or more 
on its smaller former 
county jail. Back then, 
county leaders hoped 
that building a larger jail 
would somehow stabilize 
spending from its general 
fund.
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Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2024 

75.38 
67.69 
21.82 
19.86 

184.75 
195.67 
178.75 

 
 

Montly Average 2024 
$81,220.16 

$116,235.25 
$13,566.71 
$21,399.00 

$1,802.17 
$477.33 

$234,709.79 
 
 

$19,290.67 
602.83 

$32 
19.86

June 2025 Avg 
75.6 
54.9 
26.5 
12.6 

169.6 
177 
168 

 
 

June 2025 
$80,151.12 
$93,936.00 
$7,002.30 

$27,468.00 
$1,160.00 

$160.00 
$209,877.42 

 
 

$15,200.00 
380 

$40.00 
12.6 

July 2025 Avg 
76.8 
49.2 
26.4 
15.6 
168 
176 
165 

 
 

July 2025 
$84,179.88 
$86,982.00 

$5,725.70 
$28,944.00 

$320.00 
$240.00 

$206,391.58 
 
 

$18,800.00 
470 

$40.00 
15.16 

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
August  21, 2025   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $40.00 

 
LAST MONTH CASH FLOW 
Total Receipts    $312,558.54 
Disbursements $357,135.22 

No matter what stage of 
your life you’re in — caring 
for children, working to-
ward retirement or plan-
ning your legacy — 
unforeseen events like a 
job loss, a major illness or 
even a stock market drop 
could derail what you’re 
working so hard to 
achieve financially. 

With your future at 
stake, you may want to 
get guidance from a finan-
cial professional who can 
develop a personalized fi-
nancial strategy to help 
you navigate life's curve-
balls. 

Here are specific ways 
a financial advisor can 
help. 

Create a customized 
long-term strategy. This is 
the first step to weather 
unforeseen events. You 
may have several long-
term investing goals — 
your retirement, your 
child’s education or per-
haps a dream vacation. A 
financial advisor can help 
you build a strategy spe-
cific to your goals and risk 
tolerance. This will include 
prioritizing those goals, 
building a path toward 

each and pivoting your 
strategy as markets shift 
and needs change. 

Set realistic expecta-
tions. Successful investing 
requires discipline and pa-
tience — most individual 
investors make their 
money over time, not 
overnight. Start by setting 
realistic timelines to reach 
each of your goals. And 
don't be surprised if you 
need to make trade-offs, 
like working an extra year 
to help fund your retire-
ment dream home. It's re-
alistic to expect you'll hit 
some bumps in the road. 
Perhaps the markets will 
drop and the value of your 
portfolio may follow. (It's 
also realistic to expect 
they will rebound, as they 
have historically. Of 
course, past performance 
of the markets is no guar-
antee of what will happen 
in the future.) A financial 
advisor can help you keep 

your emotions in check no 
matter what comes your 
way and stay focused on 
the long term, knowing 
you have a customized 
strategy in place. 

Diversify your invest-
ments. The foundation for 
your portfolio is your asset 
allocation, or how you di-
vide your assets among 
stocks, bonds, cash and 
other investments. Differ-
ent investments behave 
differently in various mar-
ket conditions, so main-
taining a good mix can 
help better weather mar-
ket fluctuations than put-
ting “all your eggs in one 
basket.” Finding the right 
diversification mix, and 
keeping it balanced de-
spite what the market 
does, can get compli-
cated, but it's almost sec-
ond nature for a good 
financial advisor. All in-
vestments do carry risk, 
and asset allocation does-

n’t ensure a profit or pro-
tect against loss in a de-
clining market. 

Keep a long-term out-
look. It’s easy to become 
distracted by the latest 
headline, expert prediction 
or market swing. Ho-
wever, if these events 
don’t change your long-
term outlook, there prob-
ably isn’t a reason to 
make changes to your 
strategy. In fact, these de-
clines often present good 
opportunities if you’re a 
long-term investor, so use 
them to your advantage 
— your financial advisor 
can show you how. 

Keep your emergency 
savings well-funded. This 
is your “rainy day” fund, 
and an unexpected event 
may constitute a rainy day. 
For most people, main-
taining three to six months 
of total expenses in emer-
gency savings is appropri-
ate. The specific amount 

depends on factors like 
your risk of unexpected 
expenses or temporary 
loss of income, and how 
much you value being 
confident that you can 
weather financial emer-
gencies. A financial advi-
sor can help you 
determine what your 
emergency savings 
should look like. 

Unexpected events are 
part of life. You can't pre-
dict them, but you can pre-
pare for them. No matter 
what is going on around 
you, having a professional 
by your side can help set 
you up to navigate them 
confidently. 

FINANCIAL FOCUS® 
Plan ahead for unforeseen events 

August 28, 2025

Grant Rogers 
Financial Advisor

Grant Rogers 
123 E. Bellville St. 
Marion, KY 42064 

(270) 965-0944

 
JAILER HAYES 
RESPONSE TO  

FISCAL COURT REQUEST 
FOR HER RESIGNATION 

 
To the citizens of Crittenden County, all local and 

interested parties: Aug. 25, 2025: 
 
I have been advised that without notice to 

me, the members of the Crittenden County 
Fiscal Court, specifically Magistrates, Matt 
Grimes, Chad Thomas, David Belt, Scott Belt, 
Travis Perryman, Robert Kirby and with the 
support of Judge Executive Perry Newcom 
voted to request my resignation as Crittenden 
County Jailer. I actually attended the August 
21, 2025, Fiscal Court meeting and gave my 
monthly Jailers Report and answered numer-
ous questions. After my report I had obliga-
tions that required me to depart from the 
meeting at 9:30am. I was given no notice of 
any intention to discuss or vote on a request 
to ask me to resign, or I would have stayed to 
address it at that time. I have still not re-
ceived a written reason for the vote, only a 
call from the Judge Executive notifying me of 
the request for my resignation which I re-
spectfully declined. 

I was elected by the citizens of Crittenden 
County in a fair election. I have worked dili-
gently to perform my job to the best of my 
ability the entire time I have been in office. I 
can only be removed by an act of the Ken-
tucky General Assembly, and I have no plans 
to step down. 

The atmosphere that Kentucky’s jails oper-
ate in today is much different than it was 4 to 
5 years ago. The number of State Inmates has 
dropped dramatically while operational costs 
have risen at an unprecedented rate. Critten-
den County Detention Center is also fighting 
the water crisis that Marion, Kentucky is cur-
rently addressing, ironically starting the 
week, I won the primary election.  This adds 
another layer to the financial strain the De-
tention Center now faces. 

The Crittenden County Detention Center 
was built in 2007. The structure and equip-
ment such as HVAC, locks, fire suppression 
systems, hot water heaters, kitchen equip-
ment, etc. are aging, therefore causing main-
tenance costs to rise along with efficiency 
problems. The water crisis has added to those 
woes, by putting a strain on the plumbing 
and other operational systems due to debris 
in the water. 

During the time that I have been Jailer, the 
jail has been run efficiently, with as little cost 
to the county as possible. The Jail provides a 
service that is required by statute, and we are 
bound to safely and securely incarcerate in-
mates in a manner that is moral and ethical 
while providing all life sustaining services. 
The Crittenden County Detention Center is a 
leader in the field of Corrections. The fact that 
you don’t hear much about the jail is a sign of 
efficiency and cost-effective operation. 

 
I have obtained a grant for new washers 

and dryers for the facility. I have reached out 
to the KY DOC to receive surplus inmate uni-
forms and equipment that has saved the 
county thousands of dollars. I have obtained 
a grant for video equipment and software that 
has allowed for the virtual court appearances 
of prisoners here and across the state which 
has saved countless tax dollars on transport 

costs, while enhancing the security of the 
court proceedings.  I have also reduced the 
number of staff at the Detention Center cut-
ting as much as possible to payroll without 
jeopardizing safety and service.  Staff have 
taken on additional duties with very little 
complaint as they are aware of the need to re-
duce costs. 

 I have increased the number of work sites 
for inmate labor to include the City of Marion, 
The Marion Water Department, Marion Con-
venience Center, Victory Garden, Mowing 
Crew and litter abatement. I have also started 
the Crittenden Cares Program that has helped 
with multiple non-profit, city, and county 
projects that can be completed during the fall 
and winter months which has helped those 
agencies save resources that they would have 
had to spend on labor. 

I am an active member of the Kentucky 
Jailers Association and have been elected by 
my peers, for the past 2 years, to serve on the 
KJA Board of Directors. I believe it is impor-
tant to be at the table discussing the best in-
terests of all Kentucky Jails and representing 
Crittenden County on a State level while 
learning from other Jailers and building rela-
tionships that I can call on during times of 
need. 

I have repaired the relationship with local 
law enforcement and the Circuit Clerks Office 
which was badly damaged when I took office. 
I have worked as a team player assisting as 
many agencies as possible every time they 
call. 

We have a great Jail that this county 
should be proud of. We have a Jail that en-
riches the community by more than financial 
gain. We help to change the lives of inmates 
and their families through effective incarcera-
tion. 

I don’t work for the County Judge Execu-
tive or the Fiscal Court. I work for the people 
of Crittenden County who elected me to this 
office. I stand by my record and believe I have 
effectively done the job the people have 
elected me to do and that will continue. 

I will not be intimidated by political at-
tacks, especially those that are unfounded. I 
have done and will continue to do the job I 
was elected to do and distractions such as 
this will not deter my effective discharge of my 
legal and Constitutional office. I would sug-
gest that the Fiscal Court and County Judge 
Executive focus on making life better for our 
citizens, instead of wasting time playing poli-
tics. 

 
I am willing to answer any question any cit-

izen, or the media asks. My door is always 
open as it has been the entire time that I have 
been your Crittenden County Jailer. 

I want to give my most sincere thanks to 
everyone who has reached out to support me 
and to encourage me to stand up to the at-
tempt at intimidation. The community re-
sponse has been humbling and so 
appreciated. The support that has been ex-
tended to me from the Kentucky Jailers Asso-
ciation and the many Jailers across the State 
has been amazing. 

In closing I want to say that being elected 
as Crittenden County Jailer has been one of 
the highlights of my life. It is not an easy job. 
It is a calling. I am proud of the job I do, and I 
will continue to do it for as long as the Citi-
zens of Crittenden County will have me. 

Sincerely, 
Athena Hayes, Jailer

JAILER 
Continued from page 1 

in a fair election. I have 
worked diligently to per-
form my job to the best of 
my ability the entire time 
I have been in office. I 
can be removed only by 
an act of the Kentucky 
General Assembly, and I 
have no plans to step 
down,” Hayes said 

Elsewhere on this page, 
see the jailer’s full re-
sponse to the court’s re-
quest. 

Financial reports show 
the jail ended the last two 
months with an $81,000 
cash shortfall. Total re-
ceipts in July were 
$312,558, while dis-
bursements topped 
$357,135. Hayes told the 
court that inmate hous-
ing numbers remain 
steady but expenses are 
climbing rapidly. 

“Food has gone up 
$150,000 a year, medical 
costs are rising, and 
equipment is breaking 
down,” she said early in 
last Thursday’s meeting, 
explaining to magistrates 
some complications of 
the jail’s financial footing. 
“We operate a good jail 
that this county should 
be proud of, but given 
current circumstances 
it’s pretty hard to just 
tread water.” 

Hayes said she has 
been seeking grant relief 
through potential opioid 
settlement funds and ex-
ploring other programs to 
offset medical costs. She 
noted that attrition is 
being used to trim 
staffing and that the jail 
is looking at every option 
available. 

The jailer also defended 
her operation, saying the 
facility is maintained 
safely and cleanly despite 
challenges.  

“I don’t want anyone to 
think that I’m not aware 
of what this is costing the 
county,” Hayes said. 
“There are increases we 
can’t control.” 

In her written state-
ment, Hayes further em-
phasized that Kentucky 
jails today are “much dif-
ferent than they were 
four to five years ago,” 
citing a dramatic drop in 
state inmates, rising op-
erational costs and added 
burdens from Marion’s 
ongoing water crisis.  

“During the time that I 
have been jailer, the jail 
has been run efficiently 
with as little cost to the 
county as possible,” she 
wrote. 

Some of those com-
ments were shared early 
in the fiscal court meet-
ing after Hayes provided 
a jail census and occu-
pancy figures for last 

month. It wasn’t until the 
final minutes of the more 
than two-hour meeting 
that magistrates emerged 
from a closed-door exec-
utive session and began 
the process to declare 
their desire to have the 
jailer resign. 

At that time further 
discussion was initiated. 
Magistrates said they 
continue to hear com-
plaints from the commu-
nity about the jail, citing 
financial concerns, but 
nothing else. Judge-Ex-
ecutive Perry Newcom 
cited consistently low 
numbers of federal in-
mates, which is a key 
source of revenue in a cli-
mate when state inmates 
are more difficult to find. 
He pointed out that he 
had questioned why fed-
eral inmates from Mis-
souri are no longer being 
housed locally, but said 
he’d not gotten an an-
swer. 

“I’ve had several calls 
wanting to know, as mag-
istrates, what are we 
doing to make this bet-
ter,” Grimes said. “The 
truth is, there is not 
much we can do.” 

While the vote has no 
statutory force, magis-
trates acknowledged it 
reflects broad dissatisfac-
tion from both the court 
and the public based on 
their interactions with 
constituents. 

Newcom characterized 
the vote as “an indication 
of dissatisfaction from 
the court” and he also 
pointed to concerns from 
the community at large, 
which is on the hook for 
shortfalls that exist in the 
jail’s current financial in-
stability. 

On paper, the jail has 
operated in the black six 
during six fiscal years 
since it opened in 2007. 
Hayes was first elected 
jailer the fall of 2022 and 
began serving in January 
2023. 

The jailer holds a con-
stitutionally prescribed 
position and cannot be 
removed from office by 
the fiscal court. Elected 
constitutional officers 
such as jailers and 
county judge-executives 
cannot be forced out of 
office simply by a fiscal 
court’s request; removal 
is governed by the state 
constitution and 
statutes. Under Section 
227 of the Kentucky Con-
stitution, a jailer may be 
indicted and, upon con-
viction for misfeasance, 
malfeasance or willful 
neglect of duty, removed 
from office. Otherwise, 
ouster requires formal 
impeachment proceed-
ings by the General As-
sembly under KRS 

Chapter 63. In short, a 
fiscal court’s vote to re-
quest resignation carries 
political weight but has 
no binding legal author-
ity. 

The jail employs a staff 
of just over 40 to provide 
security and administra-
tive services. Its budget is 
around $3.83 million, 
representing 27.5% of 
Crittenden County’s 
more than $14 million 
budget. 

The jail opened in late 
2007 at a cost of $7.6 
million. An article in The 
Crittenden Press in early 
2008 cited county lead-
ers as saying “the jail will 
never make a profit, but 
it should cut local spend-
ing.” 

The main building on 
the corrections facility 
campus is a 133-bed, 
full-service jail. The 
nearby restricted Cus-
tody Center (RCC) was 
built in 2016 to house up 
to 39 lower-security, 
work-release Class D 
prisoners. Cost to refit 
the old county museum 
building, converting it to 
the RCC, cost the county 
around $250,000 

Prior to 2007, the 
county regularly spent 
about $300,000 or more 
on its smaller former 
county jail. Back then, 
county leaders hoped 
that building a larger jail 
would somehow stabilize 
spending from its general 
fund.
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Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2024 

75.38 
67.69 
21.82 
19.86 

184.75 
195.67 
178.75 

 
 

Montly Average 2024 
$81,220.16 

$116,235.25 
$13,566.71 
$21,399.00 
$1,802.17 

$477.33 
$234,709.79 

 
 

$19,290.67 
602.83 

$32 
19.86

June 2025 Avg 
75.6 
54.9 
26.5 
12.6 

169.6 
177 
168 

 
 

June 2025 
$80,151.12 
$93,936.00 
$7,002.30 

$27,468.00 
$1,160.00 

$160.00 
$209,877.42 

 
 

$15,200.00 
380 

$40.00 
12.6 

July 2025 Avg 
76.8 
49.2 
26.4 
15.6 
168 
176 
165 

 
 

July 2025 
$84,179.88 
$86,982.00 
$5,725.70 

$28,944.00 
$320.00 
$240.00 

$206,391.58 
 
 

$18,800.00 
470 

$40.00 
15.16 

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
August  21, 2025   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $40.00 

 
LAST MONTH CASH FLOW 
Total Receipts    $312,558.54 
Disbursements $357,135.22 

No matter what stage of 
your life you’re in — caring 
for children, working to-
ward retirement or plan-
ning your legacy — 
unforeseen events like a 
job loss, a major illness or 
even a stock market drop 
could derail what you’re 
working so hard to 
achieve financially. 

With your future at 
stake, you may want to 
get guidance from a finan-
cial professional who can 
develop a personalized fi-
nancial strategy to help 
you navigate life's curve-
balls. 

Here are specific ways 
a financial advisor can 
help. 

Create a customized 
long-term strategy. This is 
the first step to weather 
unforeseen events. You 
may have several long-
term investing goals — 
your retirement, your 
child’s education or per-
haps a dream vacation. A 
financial advisor can help 
you build a strategy spe-
cific to your goals and risk 
tolerance. This will include 
prioritizing those goals, 
building a path toward 

each and pivoting your 
strategy as markets shift 
and needs change. 

Set realistic expecta-
tions. Successful investing 
requires discipline and pa-
tience — most individual 
investors make their 
money over time, not 
overnight. Start by setting 
realistic timelines to reach 
each of your goals. And 
don't be surprised if you 
need to make trade-offs, 
like working an extra year 
to help fund your retire-
ment dream home. It's re-
alistic to expect you'll hit 
some bumps in the road. 
Perhaps the markets will 
drop and the value of your 
portfolio may follow. (It's 
also realistic to expect 
they will rebound, as they 
have historically. Of 
course, past performance 
of the markets is no guar-
antee of what will happen 
in the future.) A financial 
advisor can help you keep 

your emotions in check no 
matter what comes your 
way and stay focused on 
the long term, knowing 
you have a customized 
strategy in place. 

Diversify your invest-
ments. The foundation for 
your portfolio is your asset 
allocation, or how you di-
vide your assets among 
stocks, bonds, cash and 
other investments. Differ-
ent investments behave 
differently in various mar-
ket conditions, so main-
taining a good mix can 
help better weather mar-
ket fluctuations than put-
ting “all your eggs in one 
basket.” Finding the right 
diversification mix, and 
keeping it balanced de-
spite what the market 
does, can get compli-
cated, but it's almost sec-
ond nature for a good 
financial advisor. All in-
vestments do carry risk, 
and asset allocation does-

n’t ensure a profit or pro-
tect against loss in a de-
clining market. 

Keep a long-term out-
look. It’s easy to become 
distracted by the latest 
headline, expert prediction 
or market swing. Ho-
wever, if these events 
don’t change your long-
term outlook, there prob-
ably isn’t a reason to 
make changes to your 
strategy. In fact, these de-
clines often present good 
opportunities if you’re a 
long-term investor, so use 
them to your advantage 
— your financial advisor 
can show you how. 

Keep your emergency 
savings well-funded. This 
is your “rainy day” fund, 
and an unexpected event 
may constitute a rainy day. 
For most people, main-
taining three to six months 
of total expenses in emer-
gency savings is appropri-
ate. The specific amount 

depends on factors like 
your risk of unexpected 
expenses or temporary 
loss of income, and how 
much you value being 
confident that you can 
weather financial emer-
gencies. A financial advi-
sor can help you 
determine what your 
emergency savings 
should look like. 

Unexpected events are 
part of life. You can't pre-
dict them, but you can pre-
pare for them. No matter 
what is going on around 
you, having a professional 
by your side can help set 
you up to navigate them 
confidently. 

FINANCIAL FOCUS® 
Plan ahead for unforeseen events 

August 28, 2025

Grant Rogers 
Financial Advisor

Grant Rogers 
123 E. Bellville St. 
Marion, KY 42064 

(270) 965-0944

 
JAILER HAYES 
RESPONSE TO  

FISCAL COURT REQUEST 
FOR HER RESIGNATION 

 
To the citizens of Crittenden County, all local and 

interested parties: Aug. 25, 2025: 
 
I have been advised that without notice to 

me, the members of the Crittenden County 
Fiscal Court, specifically Magistrates, Matt 
Grimes, Chad Thomas, David Belt, Scott Belt, 
Travis Perryman, Robert Kirby and with the 
support of Judge Executive Perry Newcom 
voted to request my resignation as Crittenden 
County Jailer. I actually attended the August 
21, 2025, Fiscal Court meeting and gave my 
monthly Jailers Report and answered numer-
ous questions. After my report I had obliga-
tions that required me to depart from the 
meeting at 9:30am. I was given no notice of 
any intention to discuss or vote on a request 
to ask me to resign, or I would have stayed to 
address it at that time. I have still not re-
ceived a written reason for the vote, only a 
call from the Judge Executive notifying me of 
the request for my resignation which I re-
spectfully declined. 

I was elected by the citizens of Crittenden 
County in a fair election. I have worked dili-
gently to perform my job to the best of my 
ability the entire time I have been in office. I 
can only be removed by an act of the Ken-
tucky General Assembly, and I have no plans 
to step down. 

The atmosphere that Kentucky’s jails oper-
ate in today is much different than it was 4 to 
5 years ago. The number of State Inmates has 
dropped dramatically while operational costs 
have risen at an unprecedented rate. Critten-
den County Detention Center is also fighting 
the water crisis that Marion, Kentucky is cur-
rently addressing, ironically starting the 
week, I won the primary election.  This adds 
another layer to the financial strain the De-
tention Center now faces. 

The Crittenden County Detention Center 
was built in 2007. The structure and equip-
ment such as HVAC, locks, fire suppression 
systems, hot water heaters, kitchen equip-
ment, etc. are aging, therefore causing main-
tenance costs to rise along with efficiency 
problems. The water crisis has added to those 
woes, by putting a strain on the plumbing 
and other operational systems due to debris 
in the water. 

During the time that I have been Jailer, the 
jail has been run efficiently, with as little cost 
to the county as possible. The Jail provides a 
service that is required by statute, and we are 
bound to safely and securely incarcerate in-
mates in a manner that is moral and ethical 
while providing all life sustaining services. 
The Crittenden County Detention Center is a 
leader in the field of Corrections. The fact that 
you don’t hear much about the jail is a sign of 
efficiency and cost-effective operation. 

 
I have obtained a grant for new washers 

and dryers for the facility. I have reached out 
to the KY DOC to receive surplus inmate uni-
forms and equipment that has saved the 
county thousands of dollars. I have obtained 
a grant for video equipment and software that 
has allowed for the virtual court appearances 
of prisoners here and across the state which 
has saved countless tax dollars on transport 

costs, while enhancing the security of the 
court proceedings.  I have also reduced the 
number of staff at the Detention Center cut-
ting as much as possible to payroll without 
jeopardizing safety and service.  Staff have 
taken on additional duties with very little 
complaint as they are aware of the need to re-
duce costs. 

 I have increased the number of work sites 
for inmate labor to include the City of Marion, 
The Marion Water Department, Marion Con-
venience Center, Victory Garden, Mowing 
Crew and litter abatement. I have also started 
the Crittenden Cares Program that has helped 
with multiple non-profit, city, and county 
projects that can be completed during the fall 
and winter months which has helped those 
agencies save resources that they would have 
had to spend on labor. 

I am an active member of the Kentucky 
Jailers Association and have been elected by 
my peers, for the past 2 years, to serve on the 
KJA Board of Directors. I believe it is impor-
tant to be at the table discussing the best in-
terests of all Kentucky Jails and representing 
Crittenden County on a State level while 
learning from other Jailers and building rela-
tionships that I can call on during times of 
need. 

I have repaired the relationship with local 
law enforcement and the Circuit Clerks Office 
which was badly damaged when I took office. 
I have worked as a team player assisting as 
many agencies as possible every time they 
call. 

We have a great Jail that this county 
should be proud of. We have a Jail that en-
riches the community by more than financial 
gain. We help to change the lives of inmates 
and their families through effective incarcera-
tion. 

I don’t work for the County Judge Execu-
tive or the Fiscal Court. I work for the people 
of Crittenden County who elected me to this 
office. I stand by my record and believe I have 
effectively done the job the people have 
elected me to do and that will continue. 

I will not be intimidated by political at-
tacks, especially those that are unfounded. I 
have done and will continue to do the job I 
was elected to do and distractions such as 
this will not deter my effective discharge of my 
legal and Constitutional office. I would sug-
gest that the Fiscal Court and County Judge 
Executive focus on making life better for our 
citizens, instead of wasting time playing poli-
tics. 

 
I am willing to answer any question any cit-

izen, or the media asks. My door is always 
open as it has been the entire time that I have 
been your Crittenden County Jailer. 

I want to give my most sincere thanks to 
everyone who has reached out to support me 
and to encourage me to stand up to the at-
tempt at intimidation. The community re-
sponse has been humbling and so 
appreciated. The support that has been ex-
tended to me from the Kentucky Jailers Asso-
ciation and the many Jailers across the State 
has been amazing. 

In closing I want to say that being elected 
as Crittenden County Jailer has been one of 
the highlights of my life. It is not an easy job. 
It is a calling. I am proud of the job I do, and I 
will continue to do it for as long as the Citi-
zens of Crittenden County will have me. 

Sincerely, 
Athena Hayes, Jailer


